
  

AM I AN OBSTACLE FOR OTHERS ON THE ROAD TO CHRIST? 

We all have knowledge of some kind or another. No one knows everything 

about everything, yet everyone has some knowledge of some things. We try 

to benefit from each other's knowledge and experience. If we need a certain 

job done we get someone who knows something about that particular job. 

We don’t try to attempt what we know nothing about. We need to share 

what we know and to receive from others what they know. We serve out of 

our knowledge and receive out of our ignorance. 

 In this morning's gospel reading Jesus addresses the lawyers, the experts in 

the Jewish Law, theologians as we might call them today. Jesus states that 

they have taken away the key of knowledge, not going in themselves and 

preventing others from going in who wanted to. As theologians, they should 

have recognized God acting in Jesus. However, not only have they failed to 

recognize God in Jesus; they have prevented others from doing so. Their 

religious knowledge was an obstacle to God's work in their own lives and in 

the lives of others. Whatever knowledge we have, in whatever area, 

including the area of religion, it has to serve our relationship with God and 

other people’s relationship with God. Our search for knowledge is, 

ultimately, a search for God and needs to be at the service of that greater 

search. 

Those who were much less learned were often much more open to the 

teaching of Jesus. On one occasion Jesus prayed, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth because you have hidden these things from the wise 

and the intelligent and revealed them to infants’. ‘Infants' in that context are 

those who have the openness to learn, to receive from Jesus. We are always 

learners when it comes to the Lord. We are always on the way towards 

knowing him more fully, not just with our heads but with our hearts. We 

need the Lord to be our teacher. On one occasion the disciples came before 



the Lord like ‘infants’, like people who wanted to learn. ‘Teach us to pray’, 

they said to him. It is this humble, seeking, attitude that the Lord delights in 

and responds to. 

This Gospel passage is not only a condemnation of this sin, more 
importantly, but it also raises a deep and beautiful concept.  It's the concept 

of "the key of knowledge."  What is the key of knowledge?  The key of 
knowledge is faith, and faith can come only by listening to the voice of God.  

The key to knowledge is to let God speak to you and to reveal to you His 
deepest and most beautiful truths.  These truths can only be received and 

believed through prayer and through direct communication with God. 
 

The saints are the best examples of those who have penetrated the deep 
mysteries of God's life.  Through their life of prayer and faith, they came to 

know God on a profound level.  Many of these great saints have left us 

beautiful writings and a powerful witness of the hidden but revealed 
mysteries of the inner life of God. 

 
Reflect, today, upon whether or not you have taken the “key to knowledge” 

and opened the mysteries of God through your life of faith and 
prayer.  Recommit yourself to seeking God in your daily personal prayer and 

to seek all that He desires to reveal to you. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord, help me to seek You through a life of daily prayer.  In that life of 
prayer, draw me into a deep relationship with You, revealing to me all that 

You are and all that life is about.  Lead me to share about you with others 
and bring them to you. 

 
Jesus, I trust in You. 
 


