
   

The Gospel of the Day is the Parable of the Persistent Widow. What a 

peculiar parable Jesus presents us today in the gospel. A widow keeps going 

to a judge in order to secure a verdict, but he is unwilling to grant it. But 

because she keeps coming and wears him down, he gives her what she 

wants. What is the meaning of this parable, and, more importantly, how 

does it apply to our lives? 

The Parable speaks of a judge and a widow. The judge is characterized by 

some features: He did not fear God. He did not fear humans. He was initially 

adamant in his refusal. The Widow is characterized by some features: She 

had a genuine need. She was denied justice. She remained persistent till the 

end. 

Widows in the first century found themselves in a very sad state. They were 

quite literally unprotected. Many became homeless and destitute after the 

death of their husbands. Often they were at mercy of cunning men, including 

some religious leaders who would “devour widows’ houses” (Mark 12:40). A 

widow couldn’t count on anyone to come to her aid. She represents the 

hopeless, the unaided and the oppressed. 

Jesus as Widow – you as Judge – what is your response 

In Mt 25:35, Jesus identifies Himself with the one who was hungry, thirsty, 

naked, stranger and the imprisoned. Jesus in the poor, the hungry, the 

thirsty, the naked, the stranger and the imprisoned is the hopeless one, the 

unaided one, the oppressed one. 

Jesus, like the widow in the Parable, comes knocking at our door “Behold I 

stand at the door, and knock “(Rev 3:20). As the oppressed and justice-

deprived widow, Jesus, knocks at our door – we the Judges. 



What is our reaction and response? 1. The cry of the one in pain and 

suffering reaches our hearts - Do I reach out my heart to them and seek to 

ease their troubles and hardships? 2. The moaning of a broken family or a 

lost teenager or a spoilt child comes to us - Do I pray for them and help 

them, in ways possible for me? 3. The sad tear of the abused or oppressed 

people with whom we work is seen by us - Do I get out of my comfort-shell 

to make them feel comforted and consoled? 4. The disturbing reports of 

violence, corruption, injustice in the society falls on our senses - Do I remain 

indifferent to them and become saturated with such atrocities? 

Yes, the widow – the hopeless, the unaided and the oppressed one keeps 

knocking at our doors. As a Judge, do I keep refusing? do I keep getting 

irritated? do I feel life as a botheration? 

The Parable of the Persistent Widow is certainly a big lesson to remain firm 

and perseverant in our prayer life. But this parable, when looked from 

another perspective, is also a big challenge to become a people who reach 

out in justice and give comfort and consolation to the needy. Do we hear the 

knock, seeking for help? 

Reflect: If an uncaring judge will eventually give a good decision, then so 

much more will the merciful and all-loving God pour forth His good 

judgments in our lives when we trust Him.  There should be no doubt in our 

lives that God can do all good things for us if we but let Him. 

Seek help when we are weary – depend upon the help of others 

So dear Sisters and Brothers, We are to see ourselves as the judge. We are 

people who try to do what is right and avoid what is evil. But we also know 

that people and circumstances can wear us down until we give in. Why do 

we give in? Here the parable is very helpful, for it tells us that this judge 

neither feared God nor had respect for any human. So here is a judge trying 

to do the right thing on his own without the help of others. This parable 

tells us that trying to do the right thing alone is dangerous. If we do 

not call upon the help of God and others, it is likely that life will wear us 

down and we will throw in the towel. 

We know that we should be patient with others. But our pre-school children 

have so much energy and so many demands that they wear us down and in 

time we explode. We know that we have a responsibility for our aging 

parents, but their needs multiply time and again, and we begin to wonder 

whether we can carry the burden. This parable tells us that we cannot be 

patient people on our own. We need to reach out to God and to others. We 

need to say to our spouse, “Speak to me. I’ve been living in a four-year old 



world too long. I need adult conversation.” We need to say to a friend, “Take 

me to lunch. I need a break from the responsibilities I bear.” 

In a larger sense, we know how many things are wrong with our world and 

should be changed. We understand the effects of poverty, drugs, and crime. 

But if we attempt to correct these things on our own, it is likely that we will 

become exhausted. That is why we depend upon the help of others. That is 

why we have community. This is a particularly fitting truth today as we 

celebrate our patronal feast. We exist as a parish community so that 

together we can make a difference. This is why our parish embraces 

programs of charity and advocacy so that we can join with others and 

attempt to improve our society. 

It is difficult to do the right thing. If we try to do what is right on our own, 

we, like the judge in the parable, will likely be worn out. But if we call upon 

the help of God and others, we are more likely to become patient, generous, 

and just people—disciples who do not grow tired of building the kingdom of 

God. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, in every situation I face - whether trials, setbacks, or loss - may 

I always persevere and find strength in your unfailing love and find joy and 

contentment in having you alone as the treasure of my heart. Let me also 

hear the knock of those in need and respond to their needs with the help of 

you and others. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 

 

 

 


