
      

MISSION AT THE HEART OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH – TO THE ENDS 

OF THE EARTH 

Mission Sunday is a unique day in the life of the church worldwide where 

every community gathered in prayer today, no matter how big or small, 

irrespective of its material resources – from the smallest outstation in the 

remotest mission territories to the finest cathedrals all celebrate the core 

identity of what it means to be called "Church".  

Missionary Church  

The Church, according to Vatican Council II, is “missionary” in her very 

nature because her founder, Jesus Christ, was the first missionary.   God the 

Father sent God the Son into the world with a message.   This message, 

called the Gospel or the Good News, is explicitly stated in John 3:16: “For 

God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not die, but have eternal life.”  

We are part of a loving Christian community, This enables us to reach out to 

others, to be in a loving and caring relationship with those who are different 

from us or those who are in need; those who come from a different social, 

cultural, or ethnic background; those who perhaps see the world in a 

different way from our own.  

The mission is at the heart of our identity as a people of faith – we are a 

people who are sent out, sent to make Jesus Christ known in our world. On 

this day the universal nature of the church is particularly obvious as all 

celebrate Mission Sunday wherever we may be. All members of the Church 

are sent to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

As Christians, we are called to build bridges and to reach out across borders, 

across walls, and across divides, and to always put family first, and our 

family is the whole of humanity. There is no “America First” in the Bible; 

there is only love, and love has no boundaries. 



Relate with the whole World: 

We are called to relate to those in the world around us, especially the poor 

and the needy. Not just because we are called to compassion, but because 

those in need are just as much our children, our sisters, our brothers, and 

our parents as our own flesh and blood. 

When we are fully committed to being in relationship with one another, we 

begin to see the face of Christ within those whom we are reaching out to. 

When we seek to serve, to let go of our fears and uncertainties, our eyes are 

opened to see Christ in one another. This reconciling process enables us to 

grow in our understanding of God and one another as we recognize the 

transforming presence of Christ in those with whom we are relating.  

Why should we preach?  

Jesus, the first missionary, made a permanent arrangement for inviting all 

men throughout the ages to share God’s love and salvation:  “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to observe 

everything I have commanded you.” (Mt 28:19).  This is why the Council 

Fathers of the Second Vatican Council declared that the Church of Christ "is 

a missionary in its origin and nature."  Hence, it follows that the mission of 

the Church is the mission of every member of the Church, and is not 

reserved for the priests, the religious, and the active missionaries alone.    

Thus, every Christian is a missionary with a message to share — the 

message of God's love, liberation, and eternal salvation.  

Our mandate for this ministry is from God and can be seen throughout the 

whole of scripture. We engage globally because we are our brother’s keeper” 

(Gen 4:9), and “we are called by God to love God and to love our neighbor, 

and Jesus was always clear about who that neighbor is” (Mt 22:37-40)  

How are we to accomplish this goal?    

I. The most powerful means of fulfilling this goal is by living a 

truly   Christian life — a life filled with love, mercy, kindness, 

compassion and a forgiving spirit.   Mr. Gandhi used to say:   “My 

life is my message.”  He often challenged the Christian missionaries 

to observe the “apostolate of the rose.”    A rose doesn’t preach. It 

simply radiates its fragrance and attracts everyone to it by its 

irresistible beauty.   Hence, the most important thing is not the 

Gospel we preach, but the life we live.  This is how the early 

Christians evangelized.   Their Gentile neighbors used to say:  “See 



how these Christians love one another.”   The Christ they 

recognized and accepted was the Christ who lived in each Christian. 

 “You’re not a white man; you’re Jesus."  A touching story is told of a 

British missionary priest who lived in a remote part of Tanzania.  He lived 

alone, a single white man among his African flock, speaking their language.  

One day a British government official arrived on a tour of the area. The 

Tanzanian children ran out to welcome the visitor. They entertained the 

official by clapping, singing and dancing.  After the official left, the children 

excitedly told the missionary priest, "We saw a white man! We saw a white 

man!"   Some of the children said that the visitor was the first foreigner they 

had ever seen. The priest was amazed and exclaimed, "But I'm a white man. 

I'm a foreigner. But I've been living here with you all these years."   One of 

the children said, "You're not a white man; you're Jesus, you are our 

Father."  Mission Sunday reminds us that transparent Christian life, as lived 

by this missionary, radiating the real presence of Jesus within, is the mission 

of every Christian. 

The true missionary disciples in our time are those who through their lives 

give constant and often silent but steadfast witness to the Gospel of Joy and 

Love. They may not engage in dramatic gestures or travel very far but 

through their lives of witness they fulfill the advice, often attributed to St. 

Francis of Assisi to his followers: "…Preach the Gospel and if necessary use 

words." The lives we lead are the key to our being true missionary disciples. 

Through our lives, we are invited to bear witness to the faith in the Risen 

Lord.  

II. Prayer is the second means of missionary work.  Jesus said: 

“Without me, you can do nothing" (John 15: 5). Therefore, prayer is 

necessary for anyone who wishes to accept Jesus as Lord and 

Savior.   In his message for World Mission Sunday, 2004, Pope St. 

John Paul II stressed the fact that the Holy Spirit would help us to 

become witnesses of Christ only in an atmosphere of prayer.  Since 

missionaries are weak human beings and since witnessing to Christ 

through life is not easy, we need to support them by our prayers. In 

his message for 2007, Pope Benedict reminds us, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few”, the Lord said; “pray therefore 

the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Lk 

10: 2). 

III. All missionary efforts also require financial support because the 

love of God can often be explained to the poor only by providing 

them with food and means of livelihood.  The sick can experience 



the healing power of Jesus only through the dedicated service 

of doctors, nurses, and health care workers.   Hospitals and nursing 

homes require funding.  The use of expensive modern media of 

communication is often necessary to bring Christ’s message of love 

and liberation more effectively to non-Christians in the modern 

world. 

Hence, on this Mission Sunday, let us learn to appreciate our missionary 

obligation and support the Church’s missionary activities by leading 

transparent Christian lives, by fervent prayers, and by generous 

donations. Pope Benedict XVI concluded his 2006 Mission Sunday message 

thus: “May the Virgin Mary, who collaborated actively in the beginning of the 

Church’s mission with her presence beneath the Cross and her prayers in the 

Upper Room, sustain their action and help believers in Christ to be ever 

more capable of true love, so that they become sources of living water in a 

spiritually thirsting world.” 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, may Your Mother and our Mother “Mary, Virgin and Mother, help 

us to bear radiant witness to Communion, Service, ardent and generous 

Faith, Justice and Love of the Poor, that the Joy of the Gospel may reach to 

the ends of the earth. 

Jesus, I Trust in You 

 

 

 


