
     

Some people are so “POOR” – All they have is “MONEY”. Change My 

Heart from Greed to Generosity 

The Gospel of the Day presents the message that there is a great spiritual 

vacuum at the heart of our society: a tumor of the soul. It is very powerfully 

running through the Parable of the Rich Fool. 

It is heartening to see the statement made by this rich man (Lk 12: 17) 

says: “He asked himself, “What shall I do, for I do not have space to store 

my harvest?” 

This man had a bountiful harvest (Lk 12: 16) but found himself wanting for 

space to store them up. He looked into his life and felt I have worked hard, 

but I am still not satisfied. I have achieved the results I expected, but I am 

still not content 

This statement is a great pointer to the experience of many of us – “a great 

spiritual vacuum at the heart of our society”. There are many who have 

plenty of wealth but extremely poor in the peace of mind. There are many 

who have honor and fame but strangely lost in loneliness and despair. There 

are many who have cashed in popularity and glam and glitz but end up in 

depression and gloom. There are many who have built bungalows and 

estates but sadly abandoned in nursing animosity at home! 

Our world is habitually sick. Our society is often sad deep within. Our 

families are frequently cracked & broken. Very often, we have many things 

and many of the external requirements, yet there is a sense “lacking 

something” 

The rich man in the Gospel lacked the grace to have heaven as his greatest 

treasure and fortune, the control to let go off money and mammon as the 



controlling factor of his life, the charity to share his resources and his 

possessions to the needy and the wanted, the generosity to set free his mind 

from being dominated by the cares and burdens of this world. The man had 

gained much in life but he still lacked what was most important. A great 

vacuum had engulfed his soul a great void had overpowered his life! 

Is my life in resemblance with this person who ‘thought’ he had everything 

right yet lacking the Basics? The Lord invites us to give up the feeling that 

money and worldly riches can rule your life; rather we need to acquire 

spiritual treasures”, to give up the notion that worldly success can satisfy 

you; rather we need to feed our lives with divine riches” 

Let us fill the vacuum within us with the Power and Grace of the 

Lord and the Might of the Holy Spirit. Our world needs it. Our generation 

requires us. Our families and communities call for it. 

The teaching: Through this parable, Jesus teaches the audience the folly of 

greed and selfishness. He declares that the criterion for Heavenly bliss is not 

earthly wealth but how we share what we have with others. In the parable, 

God calls the rich man "fool" because 1) he has evicted God from his heart, 

enthroned money instead, and worshipped his wealth; 2) he has also evicted 

his brothers and sisters in need from his heart because there is place in it 

only for his wealth; 3) he has filled his heart with himself and has become 

greedy; 4) he has forgotten that he will die one day and lose all his 

possessions.  

Life messages: 1) We need to share our blessings with others because all 

these things have been loaned to us by God, and so we are accountable for 

their use. We must be generous in sharing our time, our treasure, and our 

talents, the three elements of Christian stewardship. 2) We need to control 

our greed because it diverts our life and energies from loving God and from 

serving and loving other people to loving ourselves alone. Our greed takes 

different shapes and forms. For some, it may be the desire for the approval 

and praise of others. For others, it is the uncontrolled desire for power, 

control or fame. For a few others, it takes the form of desire for excessive 

and sinful indulgence in eating, drinking, gambling, drugs or sexual 

activities. Hence, let us rely on the strength of God to free us from all forms 

of greed.  

Let us pray: 

Lord, I desire to be truly rich in grace and mercy rather than in material 

things.  Help me to always keep the proper priorities in life and to be purified 

in all of my desires. Jesus, I Trust In You. 



 


