
               
In today’s first reading, Paul speaks out of a sense of having been greatly 
graced by God. Although ‘the least of all the saints’ (the baptized), he has 

been entrusted with a ‘special grace’. The grace Paul speaks about is 
the gospel that unveils the mystery of Christ. Paul is overawed by ‘the 

depths that I see in the mystery of Christ'. He is very aware that this 
grace that has been entrusted to him carries with it a responsibility. 

He is now a servant of this gospel with which he has been graced, 
responsible for proclaiming it to those who have never heard it. In the 

language of the gospel reading, Paul sees himself as a ‘steward’ who has 
been given much by his master and who now needs to show that he is 

worthy of what has been entrusted to him.  
 

We have all been graced in various ways by the Lord. We have been 
baptized into Christ; we have been given a share in his Spirit; we have 

been entrusted with the gospel; we are members of Christ’s body the 

church; we receive his coming as the bread of life in the Eucharist; we 
are touched by his merciful presence in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. Like trustworthy stewards, we have been entrusted 
with a great deal by the Lord. We have been graced by the Lord so we 

are called to grace others with what we have received.   
 

Today’s passage from Luke’s Gospel is the second of three eschatological – 
Second Coming discourses in the Gospel. Jesus tells "Master-Servant" 

parable and the parable of the treasure and the thief.   
 

Master-Servant Parable: 
 

Jesus declares, ‘happy that servant if his master’s arrival finds him at his 
employment’. This is the ‘faithful and wise’ servant who provides for the 

needs of the members of the household while the master of the household is 



away from the house. We all seek to be the Lord’s faithful and wise servants. 
He needs such servants, people he can trust to provide for the needs of all 

the members of his household, all who have been created in God’s image 
and likeness and whom the risen Lord desires to draw to himself.  

 
We are all servants of one Lord, which means that none of us can set 

ourselves up as lord of others. Rather, our task is to faithfully and wisely 
care for the needs of those alongside us. We are called to embody the Lord’s 

concern for the members of the family of God. If we are faithful to that 
calling, we too will be embraced by the Lord’s beatitude in today’s gospel 

reading. 
 

The Treasure and the Thief 
What kind of treasure does the Lord Jesus expect us to vigilantly guard and 

protect in this present life? It is the treasure of his kingdom and the gifts 

and graces he has won for us - the gift of salvation purchased by the 
blood of Christ who died for us on the cross to free us from slavery to sin 

and Satan, and the gift of abundant new life which Christ won for us 
through his resurrection victory over death, and the gift of the Holy Spirit 

who comes to live in us and empower us with supernatural faith, hope, and 
love that endure forever. The Father and the Son come to dwell in us 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit who makes his home with us. But we can 
lose the treasure and gifts of God if we do not guard our hearts and 

minds and hold to the truth of God's word and live according to his 
wise precepts, teaching, and just laws. Whose voice and counsel do you 

trust and follow? 
 

Satan comes like a thief in the night to rob us of our faith and to draw us 
away from God's will for our lives. Satan works in the "world" (that 

society of men and women who are opposed to God and his 

commandments) and with our own "flesh" (those sinful inclinations within 
us that tempt us to do what is wrong and evil). And Satan whispers to us 

false promises to make us believe that we can find happiness and joy apart 
from God and his will for us. 

 
The gospel reading suggests that when it comes to the Lord, we can expect 

the unexpected. He is always the God of surprises and that requires us to be 
alert and attentive to his many unexpected comings. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, make me strong in faith, steadfast in hope, and generous in love 

that I may seek to please you in all things and bring you glory.  May I 
always be watchful and ready to answer when you draw near. 



 
Jesus, I Trust In You 

 


