
HOMILY FOR 11TH NOVEMBER AND REFLECTION ON VETERANS DAY  
 

    
 
In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus gives us two warnings: 1) We should not 

give scandal to anyone. 2) We need to practice unconditional forgiveness. 
Jesus also stresses our need for trusting Faith in God’s power if we are to 

avoid giving scandal and to practice forgiveness. The aspect of Forgiveness 
is the key for a harmonious living together. 

 
Jesus says: “If your brother wrongs you seven times in one day and returns 

to you, seven times saying, ‘I am sorry’, you should forgive him” (Lk 17: 4) 
The example given by the Lord is an experience, which many of us, perhaps, 

have had in our personal lives. A person does a wrong to me and I forgive 
him. The same person hurts me once again and I forgive him. He does it 

again, causing a deeper wound to me and I forgive him again. He does it 

again and offends me harder and I forgive him again but this time I am 
losing my patience. 

 
Don’t I have a limit for myself to bear? Should I go on bearing hurts? Don’t I 

have feelings which are sensitive? So we perhaps ask this question to the 
Lord: “Lord, how many times must I forgive the offenses of my brother?” We 

are eager to know when to quit turning the other cheek to the one who hits 
you on one cheek. 

 
The Old Testament Law suggested to forgive three times (Amos 1:3-13). But 

the Lord who loves to keep challenging and throws out a bigger number. 
Now is this demand of the Lord something really practical and viable? Or is 

Jesus turning out to be "one of those many idealistic teachers who love to 
talk in the air but nothing practical or really feasible and doable!"  

The Lord invites us to look into the Aspect of God's Forgiveness, to obtain a 

solution and an insight into this perennial question of "how often should I 
forgive my fellow brother?"    

 



1. If God were to forgive us only a limited number of times, how many days 
would we have survived? 2. If God were to withdraw His Grace after an “x” 

number of times, how many situations would we have endured? 3. If God 
were to stop granting us pardon after a period of time, how many blessings 

would we have been denied? 3. If God were to keep an account of all our 
sins and transgressions, how many of us would have been alive today? 

Of course, Forgiveness does not mean justifying the bad behaviors of 
people, supporting the evil deeds of our fellow beings, encouraging the faults 

or situations of wrongdoing or hurts, not correcting and reproving the 
misdeeds and carrying out our duties of rectifying. 

 
But Forgiveness does mean liberating the people from guilt and 

condemnation in our hearts,  to have no ill feelings and grudging emotions 
against the ones who have hurt us, seeking to love them, praying for them 

and avoiding occasions of putting them down, to refuse to harbor their 

mistakes deep in our hearts, though we are wounded & hurt. 
 

Life is an opportunity and a challenge. An Opportunity to become more 
Divine, to become more forgiving, to become more Loving. 

 
A Challenge to let go of our ego, to cast away our hurtful and wounded 

feelings to go beyond our aches. 
 

Let us seek God’s Grace to Live Up to this Challenge and to Grab this 
opportunity. The Lord is, again and again, forgiving us, and trusting in us. 

Are we ready to do the same with others? 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord, I am truly sorry for the many sins I have committed against 

You.  Please forgive me.  When I am obstinate, please offer me a rebuke of 
love.  When I need to ask forgiveness of another, please give me the 

courage to do so. 
   

Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

Nov 11: Veterans Day in the U.S 
 

1.A day when the Unites States honors the service and sacrifice of more 
than 22 million living American veterans who guaranteed its freedom and 

who kept America secure against its enemies. Today, at the 11th hour, on 
the 11th day, of the 11th month of 2019, we will pause to honor them and 

celebrate their contributions to our way of life. 
 



2. A day to thank every Marine, Sailor, Soldier, Airman and Coast 
Guardsman who has ever worn the uniform, for what he or she has done for 

our country. 
 

3. A day to thank also those who do military service for the freedom and 
welfare of their country and for preserving the freedom of other countries, in 

the wake of worldwide acts of terrorism by terrorist organizations.  
 

4. A day to thank the families and dear ones of our soldiers who volunteered 
to give up their sons and daughters, fathers and mothers, husbands and 

wives, brothers and sisters for the well-being of their country and the world. 
 

5. A day to pray for all our soldiers and their helpers so that God may 
protect them in their tough mission, demanding total commitment. 

6. A day to pray for the eternal repose of the souls of all our warriors who 

made the ultimate sacrifice by offering their lives for their country in battles, 
and for others who died a natural death after a long period of meritorious 

service in the Army, Navy, Marines or Air Force. 
 

7. A day to honor and worship the greatest veteran – Jesus Christ – 
who fought for our salvation and won our redemption by shedding his blood. 

 
How to observe Veterans Day:   

 
1.By offering all our veterans and current soldiers on the altar and praying 

for their health in mind and body.   
 

2. By praying for the eternal repose of all our deceased soldiers.    
 

3. By attending a local Veterans Day ceremony or parade or by finding some 

other meaningful way to honor those who served our country in the military 
and those who continue to serve.   

 
4. By teaching the younger generation to appreciate the courage and 

commitment of our soldiers and the enormous sacrifice they are making for 
their country. 

 
 


