
       
 

HAPPY FEAST OF ST. ANDREW, THE APOSTLE - HAPPY ST. ANDREW’S DAY 

ST. ANDREW, PRAY FOR US 

 

What a wonderful feast we celebrate today as we prepare to begin our 
Advent season.  We honor St. Andrew the Apostle who gives us a perfect 

example of how to begin our coming Advent celebration. 

 
St. Andrew – enabler – bringing Peter to Jesus: 

 
According to the gospel of John, it was Andrew who brought Peter to 

Jesus. Even though Peter went on to have a more significant role in the 
church than Andrew, it was Andrew who had the more significant role at the 

beginning. Indeed, without Andrew’s role in Peter’s life at that time, Peter 
would not have gone on to become the great pastoral leader he was. The 

Lord has a role for each one of us and that role is vitally important, 
even if it seems less prominent than other people's roles. There is 

something that the Lord wants each of us to do that no one else can 
do. Sometimes, the role he is calling us to take on is that of the enabler, as 

in the case of Andrew who enabled Peter to begin his faith journey, which 
went on to bear such rich fruit for the church. Even though Andrew lived in 

the shadow of Peter somewhat, without Andrew the church would not have 

known Peter. The role of an enabler is one of those modest, humble, 
roles in the Lord's work that is, nonetheless, hugely significant. If 

we find ourselves being called to play that role at some point in our 
lives, we are indeed blessed. 

 
Beginning of Advent – Time – Jesus calls us anew: 

 
This passage above also reveals a lot for us to ponder.  Andrew, along with 

his brother Peter, was a fisherman.  Both of these fishermen were hard at 



work, when suddenly this stranger, Jesus, walked by them and called to 
them.  They immediately left their livelihood and followed after Jesus. 

Don’t miss what happened here.  Specifically, there are two things that 
happened: 1) Jesus walked by these two fishermen and said, “Come after 

me.” 2) In response, these two men immediately “left their nets and 
followed Him.” 

 
This story of the call of St. Andrew is quite appropriate for the beginning of 

Advent because Advent must be a time when Jesus calls us anew.  It must 
be a new beginning and a new conversion for us.  As Advent begins, we 

should hear Jesus call to us, “Come after Me!”  We should hear Him invite us 
with an invitation to give ourselves completely to His divine plan and 

purpose.  Listen to Him.  Do you hear Him calling? 
 

Our response, at the beginning of Advent, must be the same as St. 

Andrew.  We must, without hesitation, leave everything to follow 
Him.  What exactly does that mean?  It means that we must let go of 

anything and everything that keeps us from responding to Christ.  It means 
we must be ready and willing to do whatever Jesus asks of us.  And we must 

be ready to do it the moment He asks. 
 

Andrew is believed to have preached the Gospel in Greece and Turkey and 
was crucified at Patras on an X-shaped cross to which he was tied. St. 

Andrew is the patron saint of Russia, Scotland, and fishermen. 
 

Life messages: 1) In order to be effective instruments in the hands of God 
and to continue Jesus' preaching, healing, and saving ministry, we, too, 

need to repent of our sins on a daily basis and to renew our lives by relying 
on the power of God. 

2) As the first four apostles, including Andrew, gave priority to Christ and 

left behind everything, we, too, are to give priority to Jesus and his ideals in 
our vocation in life 

 
Reflect, today, upon the fact that Advent is a time to start anew.  It’s a time 

to let yourself be called to Christ.  Listen to Him calling you and respond to 
Him with your whole heart. During this Advent let us play the role of enabler 

to bring people under our care to Jesus.  
 

Let us pray:  
 

Lord, I love You above all things.  Help me to hear Your gentle yet firm voice 
calling me to follow You.  Give me the courage I need to respond to Your 

gentle invitation with complete abandonment.  May this Advent be a time of 
new beginnings and deeper resolve to follow You.  Jesus, I Trust In You. 


