
  
 
In one way the behavior of the shepherd in this morning’s gospel reading 

seems a little foolish. He leaves ninety-nine sheep on the hillside to go in 
search of one sheep who has rambled off and is now lost. He leaves ninety-

nine sheep defenseless to go looking for one. He risks all ninety-nine 
rambling off or being attacked by wolves for the sake of one sheep. The 

attitude of the shepherd is the opposite of the attitude of the high priest 
Caiaphas who, in John's gospel, says, with reference to Jesus, 'It is better 

for one man to die for the people than to have the whole nation perish'. In 
other words, it is better to have one man killed than to put the nation at 

risk. The shepherd in today’s parable certainly was not of that view. God in 
Jesus is concerned about the one. The one is of infinite value. The Lord 

values each one of us; he calls each one of us by name; none of us is 
expendable in his sight. 

 

God’s ways and human ways: 
 

Many of Jesus' parables are making the point that God's ways are often not 
human ways. God does not act according to human calculations of what is 

reasonable and sensible. When it comes to the weak, the vulnerable, the 
lost, those who have least going for them, God's actions can seem 

extravagant to human calculations. Jesus' parables call on us to grow more 
fully into God's ways, strange as they may seem to human eyes. Today's 

parable calls on us to give priority to the one who is most vulnerable and at-
risk, for whatever reason. 

 
Individual – infinite value in the sight of God: 

 
The Lord notices the one, the individual. He is interested in us as individuals, 

not just as members of a larger group. He relates to us as individuals; The 

Lord calls us into a community, but his relationship with us is deeply 
personal. This Advent we are invited to listen more attentively so that we 

can hear the Lord call our name. 



 
We, as Individuals – important to Jesus:  

 
We are all “one of these little ones.” Reflect, today, upon you being that one 

lost sheep.  Being “lost” in our sin is not a pleasant experience.  Sin brings 
fear, despair, confusion, anger and the like.  But if we can turn our eyes to 

the Good Shepherd in the midst of our sinfulness, we will regain hope.  We 
will regain hope that our God cares for us so much that He will never stop 

searching for us.  And when He finds us, His heart will be filled with the 
greatest joy! 

 
Let us pray: 

Lord, due to my sinfulness and confusion I go astray from you. But I know 
nothing escapes your watchful gaze and care. I trust that You will seek me 

out.  May I always trust in Your burning love for me.  

 
Jesus, I Trust In You. 


