
  ZACHARIAH’S UNBELIEF – JOYFUL FULFILLMENT  

The Gospel of the Day is the inspiring story of two exemplary persons- 

Elizabeth and Zechariah – who displayed the courage “to remain faithful” 

even while staring at hopelessness and despair. 

St Luke begins his Gospel, after a brief introduction, with the amazing story 
of Elizabeth and Zechariah. It’s interesting to note the meanings of their 

names “Zechariah” meant “The Lord remembers” “Elizabeth” meant 
“the oath of God”. Combined, their names would mean, “The Lord 

remembers His Oath!” 

However, life seemingly handed them something quite the opposite. Their 

childlessness caused them to seem that the Lord had totally forgotten. The 
barrenness of Elizabeth caused it to seem that the Lord had His memories 

lost. How true is this situation in our own lives too? 

We bank on God’s promises that “He would provide” everything but when 

some of our expectations fall short, we feel God is just not with us. We feel 
joyful to know that God’s Providence will guide us through yet, when some 

unforeseen and sudden mishaps happen, we feel God has forgotten us. We 

feel assured to realize that God will always shelter us, however, when 
we find ourselves in the thickets of problems and crises, we feel God has left 

us. 

This is where we need to look to Zechariah and Elizabeth and be inspired by 

their amazing faith. Though life did not move the way they wished. Though 
many of their honest longings were not fulfilled, though they had to go 

through occasions of shame and dishonor, though all possibilities of hope 
and expectation were "lost", humanly speaking, they still kept the faith. they 

still remained true to the Lord. they still continued to be devout to God! 



The Gospel says, "They were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless" (Lk 1: 6). 

Yes, Zechariah and Elizabeth firmly held up the placard of “Semper Fi” (Latin 

word) – “Forever Faithful” – to God. 

And this is what we too are called to do, in our Christian life of faith – to hold 
up the banner of “Semper Fi”. Being “Forever Faithful” even when our life 

ahead seems uncertain and the road ahead looks too dark. 

By firmly trusting Divine Providence and obeying His Will in our lives. Being 

“Forever Faithful” even when undeserved sufferings crush our life and unfair 
behavior is meted out to us by strongly pursuing the paths of justice and 

holding firm to the values of the Gospel 

Being “Forever Faithful” even when sin traps us and we find it miserable to 

let go off our evil ways by resolutely making efforts to do away with sinful 

tendencies and seeking to be holy 

The “Forever Faithful” principle of Zechariah and Elizabeth was mercifully 

looked with favor by God and thus the joyful words were addressed: “…your 
prayer has been heard! Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son” (Lk 1: 13) 

Yes, “the Lord remembered His oath” and announced that He is indeed “The 

God Who is Gracious” by blessing them with John (= God is Gracious) 

Our God is a God Who cares much for His people. Our God is a God Who 
deeply loves His Own. This deep care and love, however, deserve our 

steadfast faithfulness and uncompromising fidelity. Yes, let our Christian 
Lives be a life of loyalty and allegiance to Christ, our Great Commander and 

may we, firmly hold high the banner – “Semper Fi – Forever Faithful!” 

Life messages: 1) We should not take our small misfortunes as big 

tragedies. We should imitate Zechariah who remained optimistic, continuing 
in prayer and service in the Temple. 2) We need to get rid of the barrenness 

of our heart, cleanse it daily, liberate it from evil attachments and prepare it 
for the rebirth of Jesus. 3) We need to be good parents and grandparents, 

offering incessant prayers for our children and grandchildren. 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, you brought hope and restoration to your people – Zachariah 
and Elizabeth. Like in the family of Zachariah and Elizabeth, restore and 

strengthen Christian family life today. Help me to love and serve my family. 



May your love rule in all my relationships and remove any barriers to peace 
and harmony. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


