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We can sometimes take our senses for granted, the fact that we can see, 

hear, and speak. It is only when we lose one of our senses or someone 

close to us loses one of their senses that we begin to realize how 

precious those gifts are. Because they are such wonderful gifts we need 

to keep asking ourselves, ‘How am I using these gifts of hearing, sight, 

speech?’ 

There is a lovely prayer of blessing over the ears and mouth of the child 

during the liturgy of baptism. It is prayed shortly after the pouring of 

water on the child’s head, ‘The Lord made the deaf to hear and the dumb 

to speak. May he soon touch your ears to receive his word, and your 

mouth to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father’. 

The Lord did indeed make the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak The 

prayer over the child at baptism reminds us that we all need the Lord’s 

help to hear and to speak, we are blessed with the gift of hearing and 

speech. We need the Lord’s help to truly listen to his word to us, and to 

courageously proclaim our faith in him. 

In the gospel reading this morning a deaf man is brought to Jesus with 

an impediment in his speech. There can be a link between the two; the 



inability to hear can affect how people speak. Jesus first opened the 

man’s ears, and then he could speak clearly. For us who have the gifts of 

both hearing and speech, it is nevertheless true to say that the quality of 

our speaking is in some way related to the quality of our hearing. The 

better we are at listening, the better we may be at speaking. We need to 

listen to each other if we are to speak well to each other. More 

fundamentally, we need to listen to the word of the Lord if we are to 

speak the word of the Lord. It is only in listening to him that he can 

speak through us. 

Secondly, how often do you hear Jesus say this to you?  “Ephphatha! Be 

opened!”  Or how often do you hear Him speak to you with such 

authority? 

By healing this man unable to hear physical sounds, Jesus was revealing 

something to us about what He wants to do for us. The message is in 

Jesus’ command: “Be opened!”  These are powerful words commanding 

action.  They are not optional words.  They are clear and definitive.  “Be 

opened” is not a question, not an invitation, it is a command.  This is 

significant! 

 Let this holy and divine authority of Jesus take control over our 

life.  Let Him command us.  His commands are perfect love and 

mercy.  They are words that will direct us to our ultimate good.  And this 

all-powerful God is worthy of all our trust. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, I know that You desire to have perfect authority in my life.  Help 

me to turn my life fully over to You and to trust You enough to direct 

and to command every action of my life.  Let me listen your Holy Word 

attentively and you proclaim the same word through me to people whom 

I contact in my daily life. 

Jesus, I fully trust in You 


