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Mark makes greater reference to the emotions of Jesus than any of the 

other evangelists. In this morning’s reading, Mark states that Jesus 

responded to the Pharisees’ request for a sign from heaven ‘with a sigh 

that came straight from the heart’. That sigh issued forth in a question, 

‘Why does this generation demand a sign?’ 

The religious quest often takes the form of a search for heavenly 

signs, a longing for the extra-ordinary and unusual. The Jesus of the 

gospels, however, will always redirect us towards the ordinary. He 

speaks of the sower who goes out to sow his field, the woman who looks 

for her lost coin, the care that a Samaritan traveler gives to a stranger on 

the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, the man who unexpectedly finds 

treasure in his field, the merchant who finds the pearl he has been 

seeking, and so on. It is in the ordinary life experiences that the 



mystery of God’s kingdom is to be found, because heaven and earth 

are full of God’s glory for those who have eyes to see.  

When the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign, they were failing to see that 

Jesus himself was the sign, if only they would open their hearts and 

minds. His whole life was the powerful sign of God’s presence. The 

Lord continues to give us signs of his presence today. Such signs are to 

be found in lives shaped by the Holy Spirit. We are all called to be 

such living signs of the Lord in our world. 

In the gospel reading Jesus is said to be tested by the Pharisees. They 

demanded a sign from heaven, to test him.  From the time of his 

baptism to his death on the cross, Jesus was tested, his faithfulness to 

God’s way, to God’s purpose, was put to the test; he was tempted. We 

can expect our own commitment to the Lord’s way to be put to the test 

also. We too will be tempted. The test will take many different forms in 

the course of our lives; the temptation will come to us from a variety of 

directions, sometimes in and through those who are closest to us. In the 

garden of Gethsemane, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Pray, that you may 

not enter into temptation’. Jesus was indicating that our prayerful 

communion with God helps to ensure that we will remain faithful to 

God’s ways when the test comes our way. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, I pray that I may not enter into temptation. Help me to be 

faithful in the times of temptations and tests. I may become your living 

signs of your presence in the world by loving and sharing your gifts with 

others. 

Jesus, I trust in you. 


