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Jesus asks many questions in the course of his public ministry according 

to the gospels. One of the most important questions he asks is found in 

today’s gospel reading, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ It is a question 

that is addressed to each one of us and each of us is asked to answer that 

question for ourselves. It is a question that addresses our heart as 

well as our head. Peter’s answer to Jesus’ question was correct, ‘you 

are the Christ’. However, His answer was not the whole truth about 

Jesus. Jesus went on to identify himself as the suffering Son of Man who 

would be rejected and put to death.  

We probably all find it easier telling people who we think they are than 

listening to people tell us who they really are. In particular, we can 

struggle to hear the story of someone’s brokenness, especially if our 

picture of them has been one that does not allow for that.  

In today’s gospel reading, Peter was not able to hear Jesus talking about 

himself as a broken, failed, rejected Messiah. It was really only after the 

resurrection of Jesus that Peter and the disciples were able to come to 

terms with Jesus’ brokenness and failure. It can be a struggle for us to 

accept failure and brokenness in others and also to accept our own 

brokenness. Jesus could accept his own failure, his own brokenness; 



he was free to speak about it, because he trusted in God as one who 

would make him whole. Because he could accept his own failure, his 

own brokenness, he was at home with the failure and brokenness of 

others. The broken, the failures of this world, flocked to him, and in his 

presence they became whole.  

We will more easily accept our own brokenness and failures if we know 

in our heart of hearts that we too can approach the Lord as one who can 

make us whole. The Eucharist has been described as bread broken 

for a broken people. The Lord who was broken on the cross for us is 

present in the Eucharist as our Life-Giver. We approach the Lord in 

the Eucharist in our own brokenness asking to be made whole, to be 

healed, and asking also for the grace to be able to sit with others in 

their brokenness. 

 Jesus rebukes Peter sternly, but it is done out of love for Peter to help 

him to free of his fear and confusion. It is understandable that Peter is 

fearful of the prediction of the Cross. It is understandable when any one 

of us experiences fear in the face of some grave cross or hardship.  The 

key here is to know that Jesus does not want us to sit in fear.  He does 

not want us to run from the crosses we are given based on our human 

weakness.  Instead, He wants us to turn to Him and try to think as He 

thinks, to act as He acts, and to face our hardships as He did by 

embracing His Cross. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, accepting my brokenness and failures make me whole and 

heal me. I know that You courageously and fearlessly faced the holy 

sacrifice of Your glorious Cross.  As I am invited to follow in Your 

footsteps, I find that fear can overcome me as it did Peter.  Please 

strengthen me in those times and give me the grace I need to say “Yes” 

to You no matter what You ask.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 



 


