
Homily 

02.22.2019 – Feast – The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 

1Pt 5:1-4     Mt 16:13-19 

 

Today’s feast celebrates the teaching authority of the Bishop of Rome, 

who is the Pope of the universal church. When Jesus declares to Peter in 

the gospel reading that whatever he binds on earth shall be considered 

bound in heaven and whatever he loses on earth shall be considered 

loosed in heaven, he is using terminology that was associated with 

teaching authority in the Jewish world of the time.  

The Chair of St. Peter is a feast which celebrates the Lord’s choice of 

Peter to be the servant-leader of the Church. The choice of Peter is 

indicative of what the Church is. On the one hand Peter was over 

zealous, brash, impulsive, spontaneous and ready to die for the Lord, 

while on the other he would deny the Lord and run away when trouble 

arose. The Church as a whole has been like Peter. Yet, this is whom the 

Lord chooses and continues to choose, broken men and women 

called to heal a broken world. 

The Gospel text chosen for the feast is popularly known as “Peter’s 

Confession”. The question of Jesus concerning his identity is not 

because he wanted to be informed about people’s opinion of him, but to 



draw a contrast between people’s answers and the answer of the 

disciples.  

After hearing through the disciples what the people have to say about his 

identity, Jesus asks the disciples the same question. The “you” is plural 

and therefore addressed to all disciples. It is also emphatic. Simon Peter 

answers on behalf of the group. Matthew adds “the Son of the living 

God” to Mark’s “Christ”. Peter is not blessed because of a personal 

achievement, but because of the gift he received from God. Jesus names 

Peter as rock, the one who holds the keys and the one who binds and 

looses. Rock here stands for foundation, and though Peter is the 

foundation, Jesus is the builder.  

Keeping the above in mind, the feast of today invites us to reflect on two 

aspects in the Church. The first of these is that authority in the Church 

does not mean domination but always service. The model of this 

service is Jesus and it is him that we must imitate. The second is that 

even as we are broken sinners, and ourselves we are called to heal 

the world. This is because like in Peter’s case so in ours. That is, it was 

not his merit that made him the leader of the Church, but it was the grace 

of God, which worked in him despite his sin. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, You entrusted Your power and authority to St. Peter and to 

all of his successors. I pray for the Pope and offer him to You for Your 

special inspiration, guidance and protection. May my faith in Your 

Church bring me consolation and hope as we all move forward to the 

goal of our salvation, the glorious Kingdom of Heaven.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 


