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The opening words of Jesus’ reply to the rich man in today’s gospel 

reading has always intrigued me. The man addressed Jesus as ‘Good 

master’, and in reply Jesus says to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No 

one is good but God alone’. Jesus seems to be saying that not even he 

can fully express the goodness that is God. Yet, we believe that Jesus is 

the fullest revelation of God’s goodness possible in a human life. On the 

basis of what Jesus says, we would have to hold that there is even more 

to God’s goodness than Jesus has revealed. If Jesus is the fullest 

revelation of God’s goodness in a human life, we are all called to reveal 

something of God’s goodness in our own lives.  

The man who ran up to Jesus with his burning question was clearly a 

good man. He declared to Jesus that he had kept all of God’s 

commandments that Jesus quoted from his earliest days. The 

commandments Jesus quoted concern how we relate to others; they are 

the second section of the Ten Commandments.  

He was very attached to his wealth; he served his wealth; it had become 

something of a god for him; he couldn’t leave it when Jesus asked him 

to. Not everyone whom Jesus encountered was called in this particular 

way. The call to sell everything and follow Jesus in a very radical way 



was this particular man’s call and he was unable to answer it. Because 

the man’s heart was wrapped up in his possessions and Jesus was 

helpless to do anything about it at the time. Jesus saw his difficulty as 

one we are all prone to. That is why Jesus turned to his disciples after 

the man left to warn them of the powerful attraction of possessions, of 

wealth. 

We all have our own particular call from the Lord, although it will most 

likely take a different form to this man’s call. That call from the Lord 

which is unique to each of us is not just a once off call but a daily call. 

This morning’s gospel reminds us of the need to keep growing in the 

freedom to answer the Lord’s call, so that we are not held back from 

responding to it by our excessive attachments, whatever form they may 

take.  

In response to Jesus’ call, we are told that ‘he went away sad’. It is one 

of the saddest verses in the gospels. It is because the Lord loves us that 

he is always calling us to take that extra step in our relationship with 

him. Like the man in the gospel, we too can hesitate to take that extra, 

more generous, more demanding, step on our journey of faith. We may 

feel it is more than we are able for. In the power of God’s help and 

strength we will be able to do what we cannot do on our own. As Jesus 

declares at the end of the gospel reading, ‘Everything is possible for 

God’. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, enrich me with your generous heart in helping the poor and 

needy with all my resources and bring difference in their lives. Lord 

Jesus, you have captured our hearts and opened to us the treasures of 

heaven. May you always be my treasure and delight and may nothing 

else keep me from giving you my all. 

Jesus, I trust in you. 

 



 


