
Homily 

03.09.2019 – Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

Is 58:9b-14 Lk 5:27-32 

 

The first people Jesus called to follow him were fishermen. He went on 

to call people from other walks of life to follow him. In this morning’s 

gospel reading, he calls a tax collector, Levi, someone in the pay of the 

Romans, to follow him. On another occasion, he called a rich man to 

follow him. The gospels also inform us that he had many women 

followers. Jesus looked on all people as his potential followers. His call 

to ‘follow me’ was addressed to all who would respond to it. It was 

addressed to people who were considered sinners by those who did their 

utmost to live by God’s law.  

In today’s gospel reading, the scribes and the Pharisees ask a question of 

Jesus’ disciples, ‘Why do you eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ As 

far as they were concerned, to eat with tax collectors and sinners was to 

risk being contaminated by them. They would have argued that it was 

better for people to keep themselves separate from such people in order 

to preserve their moral health. Indeed, the term ‘Pharisees’ means 

‘separated ones’. However, Jesus did not share this concern of the 

Pharisees. He knew that rather than the sin of others infecting him, his 

goodness, God’s goodness in him, would transform others.  



That remains true of Jesus’ relationship with us all. The Lord is never 

diminished by our failings; rather, we are always enabled and enriched 

by his holiness. That is why the Lord does not separate himself from us, 

even when we might be tempted to separate ourselves from him, because 

of what we have done or failed to do, just as Peter, on one occasion in 

the gospels, said to Jesus, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man’. The 

Lord always desires to sit with us, to share table with us, to enter into 

communion with us, in order that in our weakness, we might draw from 

his strength, and in our many failings, we might draw from his goodness 

and love. As today’s gospel reading reminds us, he has not come to call 

the virtuous but sinners to repentance, and we are all sinners in need of 

his merciful love. If we acknowledge that reality, then the Lord can pour 

his healing love into our lives. 

So, we may think that we have to put a distance between ourselves and 

the Lord, but the Lord never puts a distance between himself and us. He 

is always standing at the door of our lives and knocking, calling out to us 

to follow him, to walk in his way so as to share in his mission in the 

world. 

Let us pray: 

Dear Jesus, my Savior and Divine Physician, I thank You for coming to 

save and heal.  I thank You for Your burning desire to manifest Your 

mercy in my life.  Please humble me so that I may be open to Your 

healing touch and, through this gift of salvation, I allow You to manifest 

Your Divine Mercy.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 


