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In the last of the six antitheses, Matthew focuses on the love 

command.  The call of the gospel can be very challenging. This 

morning’s gospel reading is probably one of the most challenging 

passages in all of the gospels. Jesus calls on his disciples to not only love 

our neighbour, which is a call or command to be found in the Old 

Testament also calls on them, on us, to love our enemy, which goes 

beyond anything to be found in the Old Testament. While there is no 

command to hate the enemy in the Old Testament, yet, there are 

statements that God hates all evildoers and statements that imply that 

others do or should do the same.  

Many of us might be hard pushed to think of someone who could be 

described as our enemy. We might struggle to identify an enemy. Yet, 

we may be able to think of people who have hurt us or who damaged us 

in some way. We are not likely to have warm feelings towards such 

people. When Jesus calls on his disciples to love their enemy, he is not 

talking about warm feelings or feelings of any kind. Jesus is talking 

about the will rather than feelings. At the very least, Jesus is calling on 

his disciples to wish their enemies well, all that is good.  

Jesus gives us the Christian ethic of personal relationship: love one’s 

neighbours, love one’s enemies, and pray for those who persecute us 



The Greek word used for loving enemies is not storge (affection or 

natural love towards family members), or philia = friendship (love of 

close friends), or eros (=romance) (passionate love between a young 

man and woman), but agape =unconditional love which is the invincible 

benevolence or good will for another’s highest good. Since agápe or 

unconditional love is not natural, practicing it is possible only with 

God’s help. Agápe love is a choice more than a feeling. We choose to 

love, not because our enemies deserve our love, but because Jesus 

loves them so much that he died for them and they too are the 

children of our God.  We have in the Acts of the Apostles the example 

of St. Stephen, the first martyr, who prayed for forgiveness for those 

who were putting him to death, saying. “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them!” 

The command to “be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” does 

not mean to be without faults, but means to be undivided in love as God 

is undivided in love. We become perfect when we fulfil God’s purpose 

(to know Him, love Him and serve Him) in creating us: with His help, to 

become God-like.  We become perfect when, with His ongoing help, we 

try to love as God loves, to forgive as God forgives and to show 

unconditional good will and universal benevolence as God does. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, your love brings freedom and pardon. Fill me with your 

Holy Spirit and set my heart ablaze with your love that nothing may 

make me lose my temper, ruffle my peace, take away my joy, nor make 

me bitter towards anyone. 

Jesus, I trust in you 

 

 

 


