
Homily 

03.20.2019 – Wednesday Lenten Weekday (II) 

Jer 18:18-20 Mt 20:17-28 

 

In the gospel reading when the mother of James and John ask Jesus to 

promise that her two sons would sit one at his right and one at his left in 

his kingdom Jesus replies by saying, ‘You do not know what you are 

asking'. Her prayer of intercession for her sons was not a very 

enlightened prayer. Saint Paul in his letter to the Romans says that ‘we 

do not know how to pray as we ought'. He also says, ‘the Spirit helps us 

in our weakness' because the Spirit ‘intercedes with sighs too deep for 

words'. Paul is implying that although we often do not know how to pray 

properly, the Spirit within us intercedes in an appropriate way. When our 

prayer is in tune with that deep prayer of the Spirit then our prayer is 

acceptable to the Lord. 

The prayer of the mother of the two disciples was not acceptable to the 

Lord, well-intentioned as it was. She was looking for status and honor 

for her sons. This is not a prayer in keeping with the Spirit of Jesus 

because he gave up all status and honor for our sakes, giving his life for 

us in the dishonorable death of crucifixion. In the gospel reading, Jesus 

calls on us to follow his example of taking the path of self-emptying 

service of others. This is the path the Spirit moves us to take and the 

prayer that the Spirit inspires in us will be in harmony with this path of 

self-emptying love of others. 



Power and position are tools that can be used to serve and advance one's 

own interests or to serve the interests of others. Jesus expects from the 

persons who have power and position in the Society, family and in the 

Church to serve the other and be the shepherd to the people under his or 

her care. Leaders among Christians must be humble, loving, selfless and 

"the servants of all."  

The Lord Jesus asks each of us the same question he asked of James and 

John, "Can you drink the cup that I am to drink"? The cup he had in 

mind was a cup of sacrificial service and death to self - even death on a 

cross. What kind of cup might the Lord Jesus have in mind for each one 

of us who are his followers? For some disciples, such a cup will entail 

physical suffering and the painful struggle of martyrdom - the readiness 

to die for one's faith in Christ. But for many followers of Jesus Christ, it 

entails the long routine of the Christian life, with all its daily sacrifices, 

disappointments, setbacks, struggles, and temptations. A disciple must 

be ready to lay down his or her life in martyrdom for Christ and be ready 

to lay it down each and every day in the little and big sacrifices required 

as well in serving others.   

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, may my prayer be led by the Holy Spirit and the Spirit 

within me may intercede for me. And make me a servant of love for 

your kingdom that I may seek to serve rather than be served. Inflame my 

heart with your love that I may give generously and serve others joyfully 

for your sake. 

Jesus, I trust in you 


