
Homily 

03.24.2019 – Third Sunday of Lent 

Ex 3:1-8a 13-15 I Cor 10:1-6, 10-12 Lk 13:1-9 

  

We are now halfway through the season of Lent, and the Church calls 

our attention today to the great symbol of victory, the great sign of hope, 

our Lord's cross. 

God gives second chances – Patiently waiting 

The owner of the vineyard in the parable that Jesus speaks in today’s 

gospel reading, instructs his gardener to dig up a fig tree, and with good 

reason. The gardener convinces the owner of the vineyard to give the 

tree one more year, during which time every effort will be made to get it 

to bear fruit. The gardener was clearly a patient man; he believed that all 

was not lost, even when all seemed lost. 

The risen Lord knows how to wait on all of us. There are times when our 

lives do not appear to be very fruitful. The many and varied graces that 

the Lord may have given us over the years appear to yield very little 

return. We can probably all think of times in our lives when we were not 

at our best when we were a little bit like the fig tree in today's parable. 

There may even have been times when we were tempted to give up on 

ourselves, knowing that we were a long way from the person we are 

called to be. Today's gospel reading assures us that the Lord is slow to 

give up on us, even when others may be tempted to do so. The Lord 



continues to invest in us, even if past investments have given little 

return. The Lord is patient. It is, of course, true that the Lord's patience 

should not make us complacent.   

Disasters not the consequences of sins – Repent and reconcile 

In this really important gospel passage, Our Lord uses two events which 

were at that time immediate current day happenings. Jesus makes it 

really clear that there is no connection between sin and the misfortunes 

which may happen to us, whether their cause is human willpower (Pilate 

killing worshippers, Lk 13:1) or accident, a tower collapsing on people 

(v. 4). 

By this statement, Jesus goes against a very common concept of his 

time, according to which diseases, misfortunes, and poverty are seen as 

the consequences of the sins committed by the people in those situations. 

Likewise, we too have experienced: Earthquake or tsunami killed in the 

affected area. Drunk drivers kill innocent people. Ride-by shooters kill 

children and other innocent bystanders. Religious fanatics, terrorists and 

suicide bombers cause the untimely deaths of good as well as of bad 

people.  Violent people, with or without provocation, injure their loved 

ones. In these experiences, one gets a whiff of this same awful mentality 

even to this day. These happenings are seen as the consequences of the 

sins committed by the people in those situations. 

To advocate an image of God as one who works through the malice of 

others or natural disasters to punish the wicked is to terribly distort the 

true image of the God of love and life.  

Our Lord showed that he always cares very much about the poor and 

suffering. He points out that if that was really the way God worked, 

everyone could expect a building to fall on top of them, for there are a 

great many wrongs throughout any community. Most of these wrongs 

are not visited with any kind of divine retribution.  



Unavoidable disasters or events or even bad things happening at the 

hands of malicious people is not a sign that the victim was being 

punished.  If one wants to see where the hand of God is to be found in 

the midst of disaster and tragedy...  do not look to God as the cause of 

the disaster...  rather look for God's hands embracing the mourners, 

bandaging the wounded, and feeding the starving... and so on. 

Vices that poisonous the Community 

In the second reading today, Saint Paul has some very strong words for 

the community in Corinth. St Paul warns them very sternly, to be on 

their guard. He lists three great dangers that can poison any community: 

Self-righteousness, Self-indulgence, and culture of Complaint and 

negativity. 

Each of these three vices is poisonous to any community. Criticism, 

gossip and complaint in a community will rip the community apart and 

render it useless. 

God’s presence in suffering and needy: 

The readings this weekend also highlight the vital connection between 

God's nature and the 'doing of Justice' and between our God of love, 

who acts on that love in practical ways, to help those who suffer. 

In the first reading, God sees the need of his beloved people, who are 

being mistreated. God is determined to do something about it, to free 

them from their terrible situation. And God then acts, definitively in 

history, by calling upon his servant Moses to 'set my people free'. 

And God doesn't stop at that. The Lord works with and through Moses 

and his brother Aaron and the people of Israel, to achieve that freedom 

that God desires for his people. Its God's action, with the cooperation of 

people who are open and positive towards God's will. 

Many people throughout history have asked: "how can God stand by and 

see so much suffering and so much injustice in the world and not do 



something?" However, in reality, God sees and cannot stand the 

wrongdoing and injustice in the world. Moreover, God has done 

something. God continues to do something about it.  Particularly, God 

calls and commissions people of goodwill, just like Moses, to do 

something about what is wrong. As the saying goes, "God has no other 

hands on earth but ours”. God wants to use our hands, our heart and our 

voices to bring a helping hand and just response to those in need.  

The message that God is with his people, is found even in God's name, 

which is revealed to Moses. God's very name means many wonderful 

and mysterious things...  and very basically translated, God's proper 

name means..."I am." And this also means that “God is”: ..."I am with 

you”. God promises to be with all who strive and work for justice in the 

world and God is also very much with the people who are suffering and 

in need. In the midst of suffering and evil in the world, God is suffering 

in and with the people, as close as possible to those who are enduring 

these experiences. 

A more helpful sign of the results of sin is the failure to bear fruit and 

refusal to repent in situations where it is possible. In the Gospel, Jesus 

reminds us that God is not filled with anger, vengeance and summary 

justice, but God is a loving parent, patiently waiting for an encouraging 

our deeds and for the good fruits of our faith, hope, and love. 

Jesus is the God not of punishment but of patience, mercy, justice, and 

love. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, I invite You into my soul to cultivate it and to fertilize it with 

Your grace. I am sorry for the ways that I have failed to bear fruit in my 

life.  I now entrust myself to You and thank you for giving me another 

chance to repent and reconcile with you. Lead me, as you will.  

Jesus, I trust in You.  



 


