
Homily 

03.25.2019 - Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 

Is 7:10-14; 8:10 Heb 10:4-10 Lk 1:26-38 

 

The feast of the Annunciation celebrates the moment when Mary said 

‘yes' to God's call to be the mother of God's Son. The gospel reading 

suggests that her ‘yes' did not come without a struggle. When God first 

approached her through the angel Gabriel, Mary was ‘deeply disturbed'. 

When Gabriel went on to announce God's purpose for Mary's life, Mary 

was full of questions, ‘How can this be?' It was only when Gabriel spoke 

for the third time that Mary surrendered to what God was asking her 

through Gabriel, ‘Let what you have said be done to me'. The gospel 

suggests Mary's ‘yes' to God's call did not come effortlessly; it was not a 

foregone conclusion. Yet, because of her ‘yes' we have all been greatly 

blessed, and, so, today, on the feast of her Annunciation, we give thanks 

for her generous response to God's call, which has been a source of 

grace for us all. The picture Luke gives us of Mary is of a woman who is 

full of questions, who ponders deeply on all that was happening in her 

life so as to understand it more fully. She models for us a reflective faith, 

a faith that seeks to understand.  

Like her, our own response to the Lord’s call will never be easy; it will 

always involve something of a struggle. we too ask questions about God 

and Jesus and about what it means to respond to God’s call to us in 



Jesus; like her, we are invited to ponder the great mysteries of our faith 

so as to grow in our understanding of them. My relationship with the 

Lord may be personal, but it is never private. It always has consequences 

for others. When I am generous in my response to the Lord’s call, as 

Mary was, others are helped to come to the Lord. Our saying ‘yes’ to the 

Lord will be a source of blessing for others. 

 

Mary has been described as the first and the model disciple of the Lord; 

we look to her to inspire us as we seek to take to Lord’s call to heart; we 

ask her to pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. As 

people of faith, we are to be searchers after truth, like Mary. In our 

searching we have the encouragement of the Lord’s promise to us, ‘Seek 

and you will find’. 

God filled his Mother, Mary, with His grace because she had emptied 

herself in order to do whatever he wanted of her.  

Like Mary our Mother,  

1. We too need God’s grace to reflect Christ’s likeness in us and 

offer Him to the world. 

2. We cannot expect God to fill us with His grace as He did to Mary, 

but we need a share in her grace, for with His grace we are 

turned into men and women with a strong family. 

3. In order to deserve this grace of God we, like Mary, have to 

empty ourselves like a reed pipe so that God can live lyrically 

through us or like hallow in a chalice so that God can continue 

Christ’s sacrifices through us for the sake of the world. We have to 

empty ourselves of all the trivialities of this earthly life to fill 

ourselves with God. 

4. In order to have a share in Mary’s grace we, like her, need also to 

decide to choose God’s will at every step we take in our lives. 

Let us pray: 



Help me to live a grace-filled life as Mary did by believing in your 

promises and by giving you my unqualified 'yes' to your will and plan 

for my life. Help me to empty my self so that I may be filled by your 

grace and others are helped to come to you. Use me as you Will. 

Jesus, I trust in you 

 


