
Homily 

03.27.2019 – Wednesday Lenten Weekday (III) 

Dt 4:1,5-9 Mt 5:17-19 

 Fulfilled the spirit of the Law on the 

Cross 

In the first reading, Moses has given the people their laws and tells them 

to be careful to observe them because they come from God. It is a 

reminder of the importance of the command of God in our daily lives. 

Christ, in the gospel, tells us that he came to complete the laws given to 

us by Moses and that they are to be obeyed. His attitude towards the 

Jewish law is fundamentally positive. However, Jesus also makes 

explicit here, that he has come not merely to confirm or establish the 

law, but to fulfill or complete it. This means that he will go beyond a 

purely legal interpretation to a broader perspective. He will remove the 

focus from the merely external and concentrate on the internal. The 

focus will be more on the attitude than merely on the action. 

While laws, rules, and regulations are necessary and help towards order, 

it is also possible that they can become ends in themselves and not as 

they are meant to be, means to an end. 

We might follow in some cases the letter of the law, but miss out on its 

spirit. We might even follow the rule or law only because we are afraid 

of getting caught and punished and not because we are convinced of it. 



While some use Jesus as an excuse to be a rebel we see him today 

upholding the tradition and Law of the Jewish people. But what is 

important is that Jesus wants us to live the spirit of the law and not just 

the mere letter of the law, and while this at times is harder to do it is 

infinitely more rewarding and more pleasing to God. The Ten 

Commandments may have been given many centuries ago but they are 

not outdated and are still to be obeyed by all. 

When Jesus spoke of heaven and earth passing away, he was not 

referring to a literal end of the universe. Educated Jewish listeners knew 

he was referring to the well-known prophecy in Isaiah 65:17 in which 

God promised to create a new heaven and new earth by providing a 

Messiah. They didn't realize it yet, but the old heaven and earth were 

about to pass away in the death of Jesus. And before that could happen, 

the true meaning of each and every law had to be fulfilled by someone 

who could do it right. Jesus succeeded in true obedience where everyone 

else had failed. 

Obeying all the commandments -- truly obeying them -- requires loving 

God with our whole heart and our whole soul and our whole mind, and 

loving our neighbors as ourselves. Legalism is not complete obedience, 

because legalistic obedience leaves no room for loving adoptions. And 

obeying God and God’s commandments, because we're afraid of getting 

punished, is not obedience that's motivated by love.  

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, help me to be guided by your law in all I do. May the Lord 

grant us the grace, wisdom, and strength to fulfill this great 

responsibility of living according to God's laws and norms and of 

teaching and leading others under our care to do the same. 

Jesus, I trust in you 

 



 


