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Weapons of Spiritual Warfare 

We know from our own experience that the same reality can be viewed 

in very different ways by different people. At the beginning of this 

morning's gospel reading, Jesus enabled a man with a speech 

impediment to speaking clearly. The reading says that the people were 

amazed. This would seem a perfectly normal reaction to such wonderful 

work. However, others reacted very differently to this same deed of 

Jesus, declaring that this healing power that Jesus displayed had its 

origin with Satan. Some recognized what Jesus went on to call ‘the 

finger of God’ at work in Jesus; others could only see there the work of 

Satan. It is hard to imagine two more contrasting responses to the same 

phenomenon.  

The gospel reading perhaps raises the question for us, ‘How do we see 

reality?’ Are we attuned to the presence of the ‘finger of God’? Do we 

recognize the many ways that God continues to be at work in our world 

or do we dismiss the signs of God’s presence in some kind of cynical 

and negative way? Are we alert to the signs of new life in each other, in 

our world, in our church, or do we look out on everything with a kind of 

a jaundiced eye? 

There is a kind of a mini-parable nesting within today's gospel reading. 

Jesus speaks of a strong man fully armed, guarding his palace, ensuring 



his goods are undisturbed. Then, a stronger man comes along attacks and 

defeats the strong man, takes away all his weapons on which he had 

relied, and shares out his spoil.  

In the context, it is clear that Jesus understands the strong man as Satan 

and the stronger man as himself. In the present world “Mute spirits” are 

at work, hinder us, confuse us or fill us with a certain fear when the 

opportunity arises to share our faith with another.  Though it may be rare 

to fall completely into their power, we are often left influenced and 

hindered by them nonetheless. Jesus is responding to his critics who 

accused him of acting out of Satan’s power. He is declaring in no 

uncertain terms that the power of God which is at work in his life and 

ministry is much stronger than the power of Satan, the power of evil, in 

its various forms. In his little parable, Jesus does not shy away from 

using an image that is rooted in the reality of warfare. He is suggesting 

that he is engaged in spiritual warfare with the power of Satan, of evil, 

but that in that warfare, the power of God active in his ministry is much 

stronger and will ultimately win a decisive victory.  

Yet, the underlying message of Jesus can continue to speak to us today. 

Saint Paul expressed this message of Jesus very succinctly in his letter to 

the Romans, ‘where sin abounds, grace abounds all the more’. No one of 

us can afford to be blind to sin and evil. It is staring us in the face every 

day. Yet, the gospel reading suggests that there is another power at work 

in the world, and that is the power of God, the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This power is stronger and will win out in the end. Our calling is to align 

ourselves with and to allow ourselves to be shaped by this power of 

God, this life-giving power, which has been released into the world 

through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  

Let us pray: 

O Lord, our God, grant us, we beseech you, patience in troubles, 

humility in comforts, constancy in temptations, and victory over all our 

spiritual foes. Grant us sorrow for our sins, thankfulness for your 



benefits, fear of your judgment, love of your mercies, and mindfulness 

of your presence; now and forever. 

Jesus, I trust in you 

 


