
Homily 

03.29.2019 – Friday Lenten Weekday (III) 

Hos 14:2-10 Mk 12:28-34 

 

Our Gospel for today features the Word of God himself telling us what 

stands at the heart of the law. One of the main activities of scribes and 

Pharisees was participating in lively discussion groups. They spent hours 

analyzing and debating every nuance of the scriptures. One of the 

scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him, ‘Which is the first of 

all the commandments?’  

Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the 

one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. The second 

is this: You must love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus advances it to the 

topic of love and the man is insightful enough to go along with him and 

take it a step further. For this, he receives praise from Jesus. 

Why are the two loves so tightly connected? Because of who Jesus is. 

Jesus is not just a human being, and he is not just God. He is the God-

man, the one in whom divinity and humanity come together. Therefore, 

it’s impossible to love him as God without loving the humanity that he’s 

created and embraced. 



How do you see these two most important commandments? Do you 

really understand this kind of love? Very often when we fail to love, it's 

because we misunderstood what it really means to love. We have 

learned from counterfeits/imitations. 

Instead of unconditional love, the world gives us conditional love – for 

an example, "I'll only be happy with you if you get a perfect score on 

your test, and I will disapprove of you if you don't". 

In place of safe love, the world gives us abuse covered with words like 

"I didn't mean to do that; I love you, but you made me angry." 

In place of generous love, the world gives us lust (pleasure seeking that 

disregards the ways of God for the sake of self-gratification). 

How can we understand true love when we look for it in these 

counterfeits? We fail to love God with all our souls, minds, and strength 

when we expect him to be like those who have treated us conditionally, 

abusively, or lustfully. 

When we are shaped by counterfeits, we put conditions on our love for 

God - "if you answer this prayer, I'll go to Mass". It's impossible to love 

others like God does when we don't understand how unconditional love 

really works. 

To love others we must first understand that we are loved by God. As 

long as we are not totally convinced that God loves us all the time, we 

don't trust him to take good care of us if we go the extra mile for those 

who make our lives difficult. In that mindset, we take care of ourselves, 

catering to our own desires rather than doing good deeds of love for 

those who interfere with our plans and goals. We put conditions on our 

love – “be nice to me or I won't be nice to you”. 

To grow in faith, examine your life and figure out where "love" is really 

only a counterfeit of love, then differentiate this from God's love. 



Meditate on God loving you with his whole heart, his whole mind, and 

his whole strength. Use this image of perfect love to replace your faulty 

interpretation of love that was caused by counterfeits, and enter into a 

life that's fully based on the two greatest commandments. 

Let us pray: 

Give us love, sweetest of all gifts, which knows no enemy. Give us in 

our hearts pure love, born of your love to us, that we may love others as 

you love us. O most loving Father of Jesus Christ, from whom flows all 

love, let our hearts, frozen in sin, cold to you and cold to others, be 

warmed by this divine fire. So help and bless us in your Son. 

Jesus, I trust in you 

 


