
Homily – Monday Lenten Weekday (IV) 

 

BELIEVE BEFORE YOU CAN SEE 

In this morning’s gospel reading, Jesus addresses an official at the court of Herod 

as one such person, ‘You will not believe unless you see signs and wonders’. 

However, it turned out that Jesus was wrong in this man’s regard. He believed 

without waiting for Jesus to perform the sign, the miracle of the healing of his son. 

When Jesus said to him, ‘Go home, your son will live’, he believed what Jesus 

said, and started on his way. He believed the word of Jesus, without needing to 

first see the cure that he so desperately wanted for his son. 

In many ways, this court official is a model for all of us. 

a. Believe and see signs and wonders 

 

Like him, we are all called to believe, without insisting on first seeing signs 

and wonders. We are to believe what Jesus says, and on the basis of that to 

keep setting out on our way. 
 

b. Jesus’s word – promising, comforting, challenging, lamp for our feet and 

light for our steps   

 

We are called to take Jesus at his word, as this man did, and to allow the 

Lord’s word to sustain us on our pilgrim way. If we allow ourselves to be 

shaped and guided by the Lord’s word, we too will discover new life in 

unexpected places, just like the royal official who, on setting out in response 

to the Lord’s word, discovered on arriving home that his son was well again.  

The Lord has given us something wonder-full in his word. His word is often 

a word of promise, as it was for the royal official. It can also be a word of 



comfort, a word of call, or a word of challenge. Whatever form it takes, in 

the expression of one of the psalms, the Lord’s word will always be a lamp 

for our feet and a light for our steps. 

 
c. Our Prayer – answered not as we wish 

 

The prayer of the official is not answered in the way he wanted it to be 

answered. Jesus did not go down with him to his home. Instead, Jesus 

instructed the father to go home on his own and promised him that his son 

will live. When we approach the Lord in prayer with a request and petition, 

asking for his help, we too can feel that the Lord is not answering our prayer. 

He does not engage with us in the way we had hoped. When that happens, 

we must persevere in prayer, like the royal official in the gospel reading. 

Like him, we will discover that the Lord will answer our prayer, even if not 

in the way we expect. 

 
d. Jesus’s reluctant response – leading to deeper faith 

 

Jesus’ initial reluctant response led the official to a deeper faith. That is 

sometimes the case on our own faith journey too. The darker times of faith, 

when the Lord seems unresponsive to us, can bring us to a faith that is more 

deeply grounded, more enduring. 

Let us pray: 

Make me strong in faith, persevering in hope, and constant in love. Help me to see 

You acting in my life and to discover Your perfect love in all things. 

Jesus, I trust in you. 

 


