
HOMILY 

Can a mother forget her infant Even should she forget, 

I will never forget you”. 

One of the most striking images of God as a mother is to be found at the end of 

today’s first reading. ‘Does a woman forget her baby at the breast, or fail to cherish 

the child of her womb? Yet, even if these forget, I will never forget you’. A 

mother’s love for the child of her womb is tender and life-giving. A mother loves 

her child as she loves herself because for nine months her child was an integral part 

of herself. Speaking through the prophet Isaiah, God declares that his love for his 

people is even stronger than a mother’s love for her child. What an extraordinary 

statement! Just as a mother cherishes the child of her womb and gives life to her 

child, even more so does God cherish us and work to bring us to the fullness of 

life. 

At the end of today’s gospel reading, Jesus declares, ‘my aim is not to do my own 

will, but the will of him who sent me’. Jesus’ life is shaped by the will of his 

Father, and that will is that all men and women would find life through believing in 

Jesus. As the evangelist says a little earlier in his gospel, ‘God did not send the Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him’. God wills life and that is why Jesus says in John’s gospel, ‘I have 

come that they may have life and have it to the full’. God guides us to springs of 

water. When we pray in the Our Father, ‘your will be done’, we are praying that a 

culture of life would prevail over a culture of death. We are also committing 

ourselves to doing God’s will by protecting life, by bringing life to others, by 

helping others to life fully human lives, lives that are shaped by the Holy Spirit and 

lead to eternal life. 



Earthly Mother - Abortion/abuses/injustices – Message of God's love - the 

need of the hour 

In the modern Society, it is our experiences where some mothers are 

abandoning/aborting their own babies at birth, others who habitually ignore their 

children, still others who abuse their sons and daughters in various ways. But even 

the good mothers, even those mothers who are Christians don’t always display the 

proper kind of love for the little ones they have brought into this world. Sometimes 

your mothers can be moody and cranky and unpleasant. Sometimes they can be 

mean and selfish and unforgiving. Even the best mother isn’t the perfect mother.  

God remembers you. He has you engraved in His hands. Your name has been 

engraved on the palms of your Savior’s hands with an iron stake. A nail that 

produced a lot of blood and a whole bunch of pain and some pretty severe holes. 

And those holes are still there. And every time he looks at holes and sacrifices he 

thinks of you –Will he forget you now? Will he forget you now after going through 

all of that? Will he forget you tomorrow? Will he forget you next month? Will he 

forget you next year? Will he forget you when you hurt, when you cry, when you 

lose, when you die? As long as that “engraving” remains on his hands, so you will 

remain in his heart. And he will love you. He will love you with a love that is like 

no other: more than the love of a mother, more than the love of a father, more than 

the love of a spouse, a friend, or a child; more than the love you have for yourself. 

His love is deeper and wider, and broader than any other love. 

Doing God’s will – Jesus doing His Father’s will  

The feeling that you are doing God’s will on earth activates a deep source of inner 

peace. By contrast, the thought that you really should be doing something else 

creates a low-grade feeling of anxiety that you can ignore for only so long. 

Eventually, the unease accumulates until life becomes a heavy burden, or you get 

sick—or both. Your fear might be that God wants you to go to some hard place, to 

do some difficult task. Not so. To find that place of deep gladness you have to go 

within and you have to listen. Lent is the perfect time to do both. Listen and do His 

Will. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, increase my love for you and unite my heart and will with yours, that I 

may only seek and desire what is pleasing to you. Jesus, I trust in you 



 


