
Homily 

 

5
th

 Sunday of Lent  

Is: 43:16-21 Phil 3:8-14 Jn 8:1-11 

“Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin anymore.” 

The Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent continues to offer lessons about God's 

mercy and forgiveness. Last Sunday we heard the Parable of the Prodigal Son from 

the Gospel of Luke. Today we hear not a parable, but the report from John's Gospel 

of an encounter among Jesus, the scribes and Pharisees, and a woman caught in 

adultery. 

The scribes and Pharisees come to Jesus with a woman who had been caught in the 

act of committing adultery. On the surface, it appeared that their focus was the 

woman. They wanted to know from Jesus how the Jewish law should be 

interpreted in her regard. Their real focus, however, was not the woman but Jesus. 

The real interest of the scribes and Pharisees was to set a trap for Jesus and arrest 

him; the woman was simply being used as bait. 

Two Kinds of Sinner 

There are two kinds of sinners in today’s Gospel passage. First, there is the woman 

who was caught in the act of adultery, a very serious matter. But in this story, the 

Scribes and Pharisees are also sinners, not in their own eyes, of course, but in the 

eyes of Jesus and his Gospel. They are totally lacking in the compassion that God 

displays and which he expects his followers to have. They are proud and arrogant, 

they give themselves the prerogative to sit in judgment on others. 

Scribes and Pharisees – Changed in their attitude 

The religious leaders saw the issue very simply: they were good; she was bad; the 

bad need to be eliminated to protect the good. There is a primitive logic at work 



here into which people can slip from time to time. Jesus was reminding them that 

the sin which they so despised in the woman was alive and well in themselves. 

They could not look at her without looking at themselves, and if they looked 

honestly at themselves their attitude to the woman would have to change. The slow 

procession of men away from the woman and from Jesus does them some credit. It 

indicates that there was some openness in them to the truth contained in what Jesus 

said, even if it was uncomfortable for them to hear it. 

Sin and Sinner:  

Jesus did not deny that the woman had sinned, but he strongly denied that her sin 

made her any different from anyone else, including those who were generally 

regarded as virtuous. The gospel reading this morning does not encourage us to 

deny the reality of sin in ourselves or in others, but it does assure us that when we 

bring our sin to the Lord we will not hear a word of condemnation. The Lord does 

not deal with sin by eliminating the sinner. St. Paul knew that, as is clear from the 

letters he wrote. Before Paul met Christ, he would have been quite comfortable in 

the company of those men who brought the woman to Jesus. However, his meeting 

with the risen Lord made him a much humbler man. As he writes in today’s second 

reading: ‘Not that I have become perfect yet… I am still running, trying to capture 

the prize for which Christ Jesus captured me’. He knew from his own experience 

that the Lord did not deal with sin by eliminating the sinner.  

Opens up new horizon: 

The men who brought the woman to Jesus saw her only in terms of her immediate 

past while being blind to their own past. Jesus' way of looking at her was far more 

generous; he saw the whole picture of her life, not just one little bit of it. Seeing the 

whole picture of her life, he also saw that she had a future, a future that those who 

brought her to Jesus would have denied her. She was freed from the burden of 

condemnation and was sent on her way - contrite and resolute, not only to obey the 

law for the law’s sake but to renew her conscience and to reform her behavior 

according to the loving mercy that had been shown her. When the Lord looks at us 

he sees the whole picture too; he does not become obsessed with one or two details 

of the picture. He hears the full story of our lives, not just a couple of lines of our 

story. The Lord knows that our story is unfinished, and will only be complete when 

he himself comes to transfigure our lowly bodies into copies of his glorious body. 

The first reading assures us that the Lord is always doing a new deed in our lives; 

he is constantly creating us anew. In the words of that reading, he says to us: ‘Can 



you not see it?’ Our way of seeing others and ourselves can be very limited. We 

can see in a way that brings down a curtain on ourselves and others, rather than in 

a way that opens up new horizons. We pray this morning for the grace to see the 

new deed that the Lord is always doing in our lives. 

Throwing stones at others? 

In the Gospel today, Jesus says, “the one without sin can throw the first stone” 

(John 8:7). That puts an end of the ugly situation. There is no one without sin and 

so no one can throw a stone at the poor woman. Some people may react the same 

now, wanting to throw stones although the stones are different. The stones now are 

gossip and hurtful words about somebody or posting something wicked about 

someone on the internet, or even just thinking wicked things about someone. 

Instead, we can pray for others. There are so many different ways to throw stones 

now but the thing to remember from this conversation of Jesus with the scribes and 

Pharisees is that no one can throw stones at another. All have sinned and it is not 

up to us to throw stones at another. If we become aware of the sin of another or 

simply don’t like someone, we can pray for them but not throw stones at them. 

Jesus bent down and started writing on the ground with his finger” (Jn 8:6). 

This action of Jesus here is not meant to be a scholarly analysis of the sentence, but 

only an analogical reflection, to evoke a certain feeling in us. Maybe, this will help 

us get in touch with the deeper meaning of the text. 

Jesus was doing something more symbolic.  Jesus bent down – bending down 

could be a symbol of humility; and doodling, as I said, is an act of integrating our 

thoughts and feelings.  Therefore, I would like to think that Jesus was inviting the 

scribes and the Pharisees towards an act of introspection, a process of soul 

searching. Jesus is inviting the accused woman to do the same. Yes, on this 

5
th

 Sunday in Lent, Jesus is inviting us to humbly bend before our God and do a 

soul-searching. 

Invitation 

As a penitential season, Lent is an invitation for us to recall our sinfulness in a 

particular way. The woman in this story is not just an isolated sinner. She 

represents all of us. She represents every person who has sinned. She represents 

you and me. But, the real focus of the narrative should be on the attitude of the 

self-appointed, righteous ones, the Scribes, and Pharisees, whose harsh judgment 

of the woman clouded their consciences to their own sinfulness. They are sinners 



too, and also represent you and me. We sin in both ways - when we hurt others by 

indulging our desires at their expense and when we hurt others by setting ourselves 

up as superior and better than they. 

The image of Jesus, though, is one of kindness and hope with the woman caught in 

adultery, so also with the Scribes and Pharisees. He doesn’t say that the woman 

didn’t sin, or the Scribes and Pharisees were innocent. And, he neither condemned 

them nor punished them; instead, he showed them his compassion and mercy and 

exhorted to sin no more. Jesus offers that same compassion and mercy to each one 

of us, and also says to us - “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do 

not sin anymore.” He does not expect perfection of us. However, he expects us to 

strive for perfection. And this is today's Good News. 

We are asked to admit the fact, as little St Francis of Assisi said, “Of all 

the sinners, I am the worst,”  

And others would say to him, “Francis, Francis, stop that, everybody knows you’re 

a holy man.” 

And Francis would say to them, “What I say is the truth. I cannot look into the 

hearts of others, but only my own, and I know that without the forgiveness and 

grace of God I would be lost as well.” 

Mother Teresa says, “One thing is necessary for us: Confession. Confession is 

nothing but humility in action. We call it Penance, but really it is a Sacrament of 

Love, a Sacrament of forgiveness. It is a place where I allow Jesus to take away 

from me everything that divides, that destroys. Confession is a beautiful act of 

great love. Only in confession can we go in as sinners with sin and come out as 

sinners without sin. … There's no need for us to despair, no need for us to commit 

suicide, no need for us to be discouraged if we have understood the tenderness of 

God's love." She said elsewhere, very simply, "Confession is Jesus and me, and 

nobody else." And then she told us, “Remember this for life.” 

Let us pray: 

Let us pray: 

Lord let me come to you in a humble, repentant and forgiving attitude. I ask you to 

forgive my past ignorance, let me experience more of you and your forgiving love, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Jesus, I trust in you 



 

 


