
                 

The gospel today is a clear call to each of us from Jesus to be his disciple. To be a 

real disciple of Jesus is not easy especially in today’s world where there are so 

many voices calling us. It costs to be a true disciple of Jesus.                               

There is a call to do what we choose without reference to God; there is the voice of 

pleasure, of making money even if it means bending the rules and being 

dishonest.  We may justify this by saying ‘after all, aren’t many others doing the 

same thing? Then there is the call to have the latest technological gadgets. These in 

themselves can be very good.  But the danger is becoming enslaved by them. Yet 

Jesus has a dream for each one of us. He sees our capacity to accept the cost of 

discipleship, our ability to be faithful despite our occasional failures. He will be 

with us every step of the way. He knows how hard it is since he has gone the way 

before us. 

In the first reading, the call of Elisha and his response was a dramatic event. Elisha 

demonstrated a total commitment to his call. The slaughtering of his oxen, the 

kissing of his father, and the bidding of farewell to his men were symbolic gestures 

that he had freely accepted his call. It was a sign of total submission to the will of 

God over his own will. It was also an indication that he loved God more than his 

business, and his own life. 

 

The slaughtering of his oxen is very significant for us today. He “killed and 

abandoned everything” that could have become an obstacle to his decision to serve 

God in the future. Also, he overcame the temptation to keep them. This was the proof 

of his total committed to God. What have we sacrificed, and what is our proof of it? 



One of the greatest obstacles we have today as Christians is that “our oxen” are still 

alive.  Although we are professed Christians, our oxen are still hidden somewhere 

in the fabrics of our life. So, this Sunday, the church calls us to be totally committed 

to Christ. Like Elisha, we must “slaughter all the forces, obstacles, and vices such 

as: selfishness, materialism, immorality, and old bad habits. 

 

In the second reading, Paul reminds us of the freedom we have in Christ. This 

freedom is for a purpose. It liberates us from the things that enslave us in order to be 

committed to Christ. It is not the freedom to indulge in vain acts. It is not freedom 

to become inactive. Instead, it is freedom to follow and serve the Lord. This freedom 

binds us to Christ. It is a freedom that permits us to surrender all to Jesus Christ, our 

Savior.  

The first person showed great enthusiasm, ‘I will follow you wherever you go’. 

Enthusiasm is a wonderful quality, especially in relation to our faith. We need 

more of it. Yet, Jesus tempers this man’s enthusiasm with a reminder of the 

demands that lie ahead; he tells him that he will be following someone who ‘has 

nowhere to lay his head’. In other words, a certain level of detachment will be 

called for, a readiness to let go and move on. For all of us, following the Lord 

means not allowing ourselves to find our security in material things. We hold 

everything lightly because we know that our ultimate security is to be found in the 

Lord. It is above all in him that we trust. 

When Jesus calls the second person to follow him, he asks to be let go to bury his 

father first. This seems a very reasonable request. Yet, we probably have to 

imagine a situation where the father is still alive and well and the son is asking to 

continue living at home until his father dies whenever that will be; it could be years 

into the future. Jesus’ enigmatic reply to this man emphasizes the urgency of 

responding to his call. Now is the time to say ‘yes’ to the Lord’s call and not some 

time in the distant future. The Lord’s call to each of us is always urgent. We can 

hear his call; we can have a good sense of what the Lord is asking of us, but we 

can be strongly tempted to put off our response. Yet, the call to ‘go and spread the 

news of the kingdom of God’ is always urgent. Finding ways to spread the 

kingdom of God by working to bring about the Lord’s vision for humanity calls for 

our response today. 



The third person who runs up to Jesus saying, ‘I will follow you', also seems to 

make a reasonable request, ‘first let me go and say good-bye to my people at 

home'. It was the request that Elisha made to Elijah in the first reading and that 

Elijah had no difficulty in granting. However, there is something more radical 

about Jesus. His reply to the man's request is again somewhat enigmatic, ‘once the 

hand is laid on the plow, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God'. To 

take your eyes off the plow even for a moment could spell disaster. You certainly 

can't be looking back over your shoulder. Jesus is saying that being his disciple 

requires real focus; it calls for concentration. We can't allow ourselves to remain 

tied to the past, to keep looking back; we need to keep our eyes fixed on the Lord. 

Assessment of the Twelve 

 

Someone suggested that if Jesus had sent his twelve disciples for psychological 

testing this might well be the reply he would have received: Thank you for 

submitting the résumés of the twelve men you have picked for managerial 

positions in your new organization. All of them have taken our battery of tests. We 

have run the results through our own computer. After having arranged personality 

interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational aptitude 

consultant, it is the opinion of our staff that most of your nominees are lacking in 

background, education and vocational aptitude for the enterprise. They have no 

team concept. Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. 

Andrew has no qualities for leadership. The two brothers James and John place 

personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas shows a skeptical attitude that 

would tend to undermine morale. Matthew has been blacklisted by the Jerusalem 

Better Business Bureau. James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus, definitely have 

radical leanings and registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale. One of 

the candidates, however, shows real potential. He is a man of ability and 

resourcefulness, meets people well, and has contacts in high places. He is highly 

motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as your 

controller and right-hand man. 

(Anon) 

That assessment of the Twelve Apostles gives hope to us because if they could go 

on to accomplish great things for the Lord then so also can we. Today Jesus calls 



us. Like Peter, we lack faith. Like Andrew, we have much to learn. Like James and 

John, we are selfish sometimes. Like Matthew, we have a past. Like Thomas, we 

doubt sometimes. Seeing that the apostles of limited competence did so much for 

the Church gives confidence to us. If Jesus could use them he can certainly use us. 

With the intercession of Jesus for us at the right hand of the Father and by our 

spending time in prayer with the Lord we too can grow from strength to strength 

and accomplish great things for God and his kingdom. 

Cost of Discipleship 

The cost of discipleship seems to be very high, and it’s a big sacrifice to say 

yes. But actually, nothing could be further from the truth. The cost of discipleship 

is actually a lot lower than most people think.  

The cost of discipleship is also about what you gain. Why is the cost of 

discipleship lower than you think? Because, like any value proposition, you have 

to compare the cost with the benefit. The cost of discipleship is lower than most 

people think because the benefits of discipleship are actually much higher than 

most people realize! You have to add up what you gain, not just what you lose. It’s 

like the man in Jesus’ parable: 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 

hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field 

(Matthew 13:44). 

Disciples aren’t people making special sacrifices for God, they’re people who have 

realized there’s a treasure in the field that’s worth more than everything they own. 

These are people who realize that becoming a disciple of Jesus is the “deal” of a 

lifetime. 

All this is not easy. At times it is quite difficult especially when we are tempted to 

seek happiness elsewhere or act selfishly. Why not pray to Jesus to give us the 

Holy Spirit to open our eyes to the things or relationships in our lives that cannot 

give us the peace and joy we seek? With this freedom hopefully, we will become 



more sensitive to the needs of others also and care for them. Being a friend of Jesus 

demands we are truly centered on him, on others and not just on ourselves. 

A guard in charge of a lighthouse along a dangerous coast was given enough oil for 

one month and told to keep the light burning every night. One day a woman asked 

for some oil so that her children could stay warm. Then a farmer came. His son 

needed oil for a lamp so he could study. Another needed some for an engine. The 

guard saw each as a worthy request and gave some oil to satisfy all. By the end of 

the month, the tank in the lighthouse was dry. That night the beacon was dark, and 

three ships crashed on the rocks. More than one hundred lives were lost. The 

lighthouse assistant explained what he had done and why. But the prosecutor 

replied, "You were given only one and very important task: to keep the light 

burning. Every other thing was secondary.  That is what happened to the would-be 

disciples in today's Gospel story. In such cases, the good easily becomes the enemy 

of the best. One must say NO to a good thing in order to say YES to the one thing 

necessary. 

Let us pray: 

Help me, gracious Lord, to offer more of myself to you. Help me to give up those 

things to which I am clinging. Help me to renounce my sin and turn from it. Help 

me to let go of the possessions and securities that keep me from following you with 

abandon. O Lord, may I be more and more your disciple each day, by your grace 

and for your glory. In your name, I pray, Amen. Jesus, I trust in you 

 

 

 


