
 "Never seen anything like this" 

The focus of this Gospel is another healing story and the final miracle in 

Matthew’s Miracle Cycle. A demoniac is brought to Jesus. This man also was 

mute. He had been unable to speak since the demon had taken possession 

of him. Jesus immediately drove the demon out of the man and the man 

once again was able to speak.  

The people saw God at work in what Jesus was doing; the Pharisees saw 

Satan at work in Jesus’ healing work. It is hard to imagine a more 

contrasting set of responses. It brings home to us that when people look at 

the same phenomenon, they can see it very differently. The people, in 

contrast to the Pharisees, were attuned to the presence and action of God in 

Jesus.  

The reaction of the Pharisees was one of judgment, irrationality, jealousy, 

and harshness. Most especially, it is irrational. What would lead the 
Pharisees to conclude that Jesus "drives out demons by the prince of 

demons?" Certainly, it was nothing that Jesus did that would lead them to 
this conclusion. Therefore, the only logical conclusion is that the Pharisees 

were filled with a certain jealousy and envy. And these sins led them to this 

ridiculous and irrational conclusion. 

 
The lesson we should learn from this is that we must approach other people 
with humility and honesty rather than jealousy. By seeing those around us 

with humility and love, we will naturally arrive at genuine and honest 
conclusions about them. Humility and honest love will enable us to see the 

goodness of others and rejoice in that goodness. Sure, we will also be aware 

of sin, but humility will help us to avoid making rash and irrational 
judgments about others as a result of jealousy and envy. 
 

The gospel reading invites us to ask ourselves, ‘To what extent am I alert to 

the presence of God all around me, especially in the good that other people 



may be doing?' We can be prone to seeing what is lacking in some situation 

and to miss the good that is also there. We can be better at naming what is 

wrong than what is right. We can be more attuned to noticing evil than 

good. While never being blind to evil, sin, and failure, the gospel reading 

encourages us to be open to the ways that the Lord is at work in our lives 

and in the lives of others. The Lord himself was sensitive to the good in 

others, even when they failed to see it for themselves, and others failed to 

see it. We need something of the Lord's generous way of seeing, especially 

in these times when the negative can be highlighted to the detriment of 

everything else. 

Although God was working powerfully through the labors of Jesus, he was 

well aware that he needed other laborers to work alongside him. That is why 

he calls on his disciples to ‘ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborer to his 

harvest’. The risen Lord needs all kinds of laborers today to work in God’s 

harvest. Every disciple is needed. All the baptized need to put their shoulder 

to the wheel. The harvest remains rich and a varied and full workforce is 

needed. We all have some responsibility to ensure that Jesus’ work of 

proclaiming God’s kingdom in word and did remains a living reality today. 

We are all the Lord’s co-workers and we need all hands on deck today more 

than ever. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, I desire to have a simple, humble and pure faith.  Help me to also see 

You in others in a humble way.  Help me to see You and to be amazed at 

Your presence in the lives of those whom I encounter every day.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 


