
"Freely have you received - freely give”  

 

Today’s Gospel reading, which is part of the Mission Discourse of Matthew, 
contains the instructions for Mission.  

 
Jesus provides a strategy for the mission which may be summarized in one 

word namely, DETACHMENT. The call is to detachment from anything, which 
will hold a person up or prevent him or her from engaging in mission. 

 
Mother Teresa once said: “I do own things, but they do not own me.” 
That is where she differed from so many of us. She detached herself from 

everything in serving Jesus and His Gospel Values. 

 
Jesus said to his disciples: Freely you have received, freely give. 
  

Now, What is the cost of the Gospel?  Can we put a price on 

it?  Interestingly, we should put two prices on it.  The first price is how much 
it should cost us to receive it.  The second price is how much we “charge,” 

so to speak, to give the Gospel. 
 

So how much should the Gospel cost us?  The answer is that it’s of infinite 
value.  We could never afford it monetarily speaking.  The Gospel is 

priceless. As far as how much we should “charge” to give the Gospel to 
others, the answer is that it’s free.  We have no right to charge or expect 

anything so as to give away something that we do not own.  The saving 
message of the Gospel belongs to Christ and He offers it freely. 

 
Let's start with the second half of the Scripture above.  "Without cost, you 

are to give."  This tells us that we are to offer the Gospel to others free of 
charge.  But this action of freely giving the Gospel brings with it a sort of 

hidden requirement.  The giving of the Gospel requires that we give of 

ourselves.  And that means we must give of ourselves freely.  What's the 



justification for giving everything of ourselves freely?  The justification is 
that we have received everything “without cost.”  

 
The simple fact is that the Gospel is all about a totally free gift to us which 

requires a totally free gift of ourselves to others.  The Gospel is a person, 
Jesus Christ.  And when He comes and lives in us freely, we must then 

become a total and free gift to others. 
 

Secondly, Jesus said: the worker deserves his sustenance. Here we see 
a double-truth: the worker of God must not be overly-concerned with 

material things, but the people of God must never fail in their duty to give 
the worker of God what he or she needs to sustain themselves in the Lord's 

service. Do you pray for the work of the Gospel and do you support it with 
your material and financial resources? 

Let us pray: 

 
Lord, may my heart be open to You in a total way so that I may receive You 

as the Living Gospel.  As I receive You, may I, in turn, give You to others in 
my very person and support work of the Gospel through my material and 

financial resources.   
 

Jesus, I Trust in You. 
 


