
                           

The central theme of today’s Scripture readings is that we gain eternal life 

through loving God living in our neighbors by becoming good neighbors. 

Most of us are so familiar with the parable of the Good Samaritan that we 

can easily hear it without really listening to it. It’s easy to do that sometimes 

with passages of scripture we know so well. The story is simple. A man who 

is going from Jerusalem to Jericho is robbed, beaten, and nearly killed. It 

was a dangerous road. A priest and a Levite walk past the injured man, and 

a Samaritan stops to care for him. The Samaritan treats the wounds of the 

injured man with wine, oil, and bandages. The Samaritan takes him to an 

inn, pays for his care, and promises to pay for any additional needs when he 

returns. The Samaritan demonstrates what it means to be a neighbor. 

Who is my neighbor 

A neighbor is anyone whose need we see and are able to meet. A neighbor is 

anyone who is hurting; anyone who is in distress or danger; anyone in need 

of basic needs; anyone who needs the saving news of salvation; anyone in 

need of comfort and hope, anyone who suffers from not only physical illness 

but also emotional illness and spiritual illness. 

10 steps in loving the needy: 

By looking into the story of the Good Samaritan, we are to reflect on the ten 

steps which the Good Samaritan has completed in loving the needy and how 

to better love our neighbors by the character’s example in the story.  

 

1. Love is proactive.  (Stopping the Journey) 

 

In the parable, when the Samaritan saw the victim, he went to him. The 

Samaritan was on his way somewhere, but he stopped when he saw the 

man in need.  We live in a fast-paced world where it is easy to overlook 

without stopping to the needs of others.  



2. Love is observant. (Seeing) 

The second step in being a good neighbor and loving others as yourself is 

noticing others. The Samaritan first saw the hurting man. Granted, a beaten 

man on the road seems like a scene that's hard not to notice. But Jesus also 

shows us the importance of seeing people 

3. Love is compassionate. (coming closer - Compassion) 

When the Samaritan saw the injured man, he had compassion on him. He 

went towards the injured man and responded to his needs rather than 
simply feeling sorry for him. How can you be active in showing compassion 
to someone in need? 

 4. Love is responsive. (responding through actions – using his 

material resources – wine, oil, and bandages) 

 

When the Samaritan saw the man, he responded immediately to help meet 

the mans’ needs.  He bound his wounds using the resources he had on hand. 

Have you noticed someone in need in your community lately? How can you 

respond to their need? 

 

5. Love is costly. (sharing resources) 

When the Samaritan tended to the victim’s wounds, he gave of his own 

resources. One of the most valuable resources we have is our time. Loving 

his neighbor not only cost the Samaritan at least two days’ wages, but also 

his time. God has given us resources so that we can be a blessing to others. 

What other resources has God given you that you can use to bless others?  

6. Love is inopportune. (Taking the injured with him) 

Imagine trying to lift an injured man with no clothes onto a donkey. That 

was not a convenient task, and it was likely messy, given the man's injuries. 

The Samaritan physically had to support the man's weight by himself. Yet he 

set the man on his animal to take him to a place of safety. How have you 

benefited by someone going out of their way for you? Is there a way you can 

show love to a neighbor, even if it's inconvenient or not at a good time? 

 

7. Love is healing. (Taking to a better place for healing)  

 

After the Samaritan binds the wounds of the man, he continues his care by 

taking him to an inn and looking after him. Who has experienced healing 

because you have taken time to love?  

  



8. Love is sacrificial. (Sharing his earing) 

 

The Samaritan gave two denarii to the innkeeper, which is approximately 

two days’ worth of earnings. Yet the only instruction he gave is to take care 

of the wounded man. There was no payback expected in return.  

What sacrifices can you make for someone in need? 

9. Love is communal. (asking others to look after till he comes)  

The care for the injured man did not end when the Samaritan had to leave. 

Instead of leaving the man alone, he entrusted his care to the innkeeper. 

When we love a neighbor, the Samaritan shows us that it's good and 

sometimes necessary to involve others in the process. Who can you involve 

to show love to someone else? 

  

10. Love is promising.  (Promising to return – follow-ups) 

 

When the Samaritan left the inn, he told the innkeeper that he would pay for 

any other expenses when he returned. The Samaritan owed nothing to the 

victim, yet, he promised to return and cover the cost of any extra care that 

the man needed. When we love others, the Samaritan shows us to follow-

through in our care, even if we are not obligated to them.  Is there someone 

you need to follow-up with to show how much you care?  

Let us reflect on which step we are in “loving our Neighbor” 

The Good Samaritan moved with compassion. The word compassion 

means to suffer with. To be compassionate means that we are willing to 

suffer with those who are suffering. The Samaritan “‘had compassion,’” Pope 

Francis said, “that is, his heart, was moved; he was moved within! See the 

difference. The other two Priest and Levite ‘saw,’ but their hearts remained 

closed, cold. Instead, the Samaritan’s heart was attuned to God’s heart 

itself. In fact, ‘compassion’ is an essential characteristic of God’s mercy.” 

The Samaritan’s concrete, personal actions teach us “that compassion, love, 

is not a vague feeling, but it means to take care of the other even to paying 

in person,” Francis said. “It means to commit oneself, taking all the 

necessary steps to ‘come close’ to the other, to the point of identifying 

oneself with him:  

Life Message: 

Do you know someone who is hurting inside and outside? The person could 

be in our own families or community or at our workplaces. Try to help the 

person to heal the pain. Do you know someone who is hungry? Try to feed 



the person. Do you know someone who is lost in darkness? That person 

could be our own brother or sister or parent or even Godparent or friend. Try 

to bring the message of salvation to them. Let us remember that every 

human being who suffers from not only physical wounding but also wounds 

to the spirit and soul is our neighbor. Let our love for God truly manifest in 

our compassion, in our loving kindness and care for all those who are near 

and far, our families and friends, and also those who dislike us, hate us and 

despise us. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, help me to authentically love You with my whole heart, mind, soul, and 

strength.  Help me to have such an honest love for You that it also overflows 

into my love for others.  May Your precious gift of holiness permeate my life 

and enable me to love You and others in a total way. 

Jesus, I Trust In You. 


