
                    
 

The parable in today's gospel reading is based on one of the standard ways 
of fishing in the Sea of Galilee at the time of Jesus. Two boats pull a very 

large dragnet between them. As a result, all sorts of fish are caught. Some 
of the fish would not be suitable for selling at the local fish market, and, so, 

when the catch is brought to land, these fish would have to be separated 
from the fish that could be sold. In what way is the kingdom of heaven like 

that everyday reality by the Sea of Galilee? Perhaps Jesus is suggesting that 
as he goes about his ministry, he casts the net of God's loving presence very 

broadly. The gospel is preached to all and sundry; Jesus does not 
discriminate. 

 
Everyone needs to hear the gospel of God’s unconditional love for all. No one 

is considered unworthy of the gospel. As Jesus says elsewhere in Matthew’s 
gospel, using a different image, God makes his sun to shine and his rain to 

fall on good and bad alike. However, Jesus is aware that not everyone will 

respond to his proclamation of the reign of God’s merciful and faithful love. 
Just as the fishermen have to separate out fish which can be sold from fish 

that can’t, so there will come a moment, at the end of time, when God will 
separate out those who tried to respond to Jesus’ proclamation of God’s 

loving presence and those who refused to do so. In the meantime, the Lord 
continues to throw the net of God’s love over our lives and his grace at work 

within us continues to move us to respond.  
 

We can be prone to deciding who is good and who is bad here and now and 
behaving in the light of that judgment. Yet, when we make such a judgment, 

we are prone to getting it wrong. We see the good in ourselves more easily 
than the good in others and the bad in others more easily than the bad in 

ourselves. We also fail to appreciate that people can change for the better, 
with God's help. 

 

The image of God as the potter, He can take what comes out wrong in our 
lives and reshape it into something good. We are all a work in progress. God 



may have begun a good work in us but God has yet to bring it to completion. 
Judgment belongs to God at the end of time, and the judging God is also the 

creator God who is constantly at work to bring good out of evil and new life 
out of what has come out wrong. As humans, we should be very slow to take 

on God's work of separating the good from the evil.  
 

Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, the final judgment resulting in reward or punishment is your 

work. Let me learn to be tolerant, compassionate and understanding of 

those who seem to me to fall far below the requirements of the Gospel and 
the Kingdom.  Let me humbly admit the fact that only Jesus and Mary were 

not a mixture of good and evil.  Let me acknowledge as St. Paul did, “I am 
what I am with the grace of God 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You  


