
                  

Transfiguration – The Glory of God! 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

HAPPY FEAST 

Jesus and the disciples had just set out on the journey to Jerusalem, the city 

where Jesus would be crucified; it was the beginning of the way of the cross, 

the way to the cross. Shortly after they began that journey, three of the 

disciples have an extraordinary vision of Jesus in which they saw him not as 

the suffering Son of Man but as the glorious Son of God. They were, in a 

sense, given a glimpse of what lay beyond the crucifixion and death of 

Jesus, a glimpse of the resurrection. Sometimes on our own faith journey, 

our own way of the cross even, we too can be given a glimpse of the 

resurrection. It might take the form of a consolation that we experience in 

prayer, or an act of love and kindness that someone shows us, or just a 

sense of the Lord's presence as we go about our daily tasks, perhaps his 

presence in nature. We are journeying ultimately towards the Lord, 

journeying towards resurrection, but the risen Lord is also journeying with 

us, and every so often he will make his presence felt if we are alert and 

awake to him, if, in the words of the gospel reading, we try to listen to him. 

In today's Gospel Luke tells us that while Jesus was transfigured, Peter, 

James, and John were asleep (Luke 9:32)! Upon awakening, they discovered 

Jesus in glory along with Moses and Elijah. How much do we miss of God's 

glory and action because we are asleep spiritually? There are many things 

which can keep our minds asleep to the things of God: Mental lethargy and 

the unexamined life can keep us from thinking things through and facing our 
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doubts and questions. The life of ease can also hinder us from considering 

the challenging or disturbing demands of Christ. Prejudice can make us blind 

to something new the Lord may have for us. Even sorrow can be a block 

until we can see past it to the glory of God.  

Are you spiritually awake? Peter, James, and John were privileged witnesses 

of the glory of Christ. We, too, as disciples of Christ are called to be 

witnesses of his glory. The Lord wants to reveal his glory to us, his beloved 

disciples. Do you seek his presence with faith and reverence? 

Life messages:  

(1) The "transfiguration" in the Holy Mass is the source of our strength: In 

each Holy Mass, the bread and wine we offer on the altar become 

"transfigured" – more properly, transubstantiated — into the living body and 

blood of the crucified, risen and glorified Jesus. Just as Jesus' Transfiguration 

strengthened the Apostles in their time of trial, each Holy Mass should be 

our source of Heavenly strength against temptations, and our renewal of 

Christian living.  

(2) Each time we receive one of the Sacraments, we are transformed: For 

example, Baptism transforms us into sons and daughters of God and heirs of 

Heaven. Confirmation makes us temples of the Holy Spirit and warriors of 

God. By the Sacrament of Reconciliation, God brings back the sinner to the 

path of holiness.  

(3) A message of encouragement and hope: In moments of doubt and 

during our dark moments of despair and hopelessness, the thought of our 

future transfiguration in Heaven will help us to reach out to God and to listen 

to His consoling words: "This is My beloved Son; listen to Him." Let us share 

the glory of His Transfiguration with all we encounter.  

Let us pray: 

Lord, may I see Your glory and the glory that You have bestowed upon my 

own soul. May my eyes forever remain fixed on that grace. May I see You 

and Your glory especially in difficult times. Lord Jesus, keep me always alert 

and awake to you, to your word, your action, and your daily presence in my 

life. Let me see your glory.  

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 


