
 

Humility + Faith = Mercy 

 
Sometimes in the story of the gospels, it is not the disciples chosen by the 

Lord who display great faith but the minor characters, those who appear 
once in the gospel story and then are never heard of again. It is these minor 

characters, rather than the leading ones, who are often the most attractive 
and inspiring. We have an example of one such minor gospel character in 

today's gospel reading. We never hear of this pagan woman again, outside 
of this story, and, yet, she displays a depth and strength of faith in Jesus, 

persuading him to do something he was initially very reluctant to do. At this 

point in his ministry, Jesus' focus was the people of Israel. He wanted to 
proclaim the gospel in word and deed to his own people first so that a 

renewed Israel could then bring the gospel to the pagans. This is what Jesus 
means by his very short parable that seems harsh to our ears, ‘It is not fair 

to take the children's food and throw it to the house-dogs'. The children, the 
people of Israel, have to be fed first. However, this persistent woman was 

not prepared to go along with Jesus' timetable. Her daughter was 
desperately ill, and she couldn't wait. So, she declares that the children and 

the house dogs can eat together as happens when the house dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall to the ground from what the children are eating. This witty 

and ingenious interpretation of Jesus' image finally brings Jesus to grant her 
request, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Jesus came to recognize that her 

need was more important than his timetable, ‘Woman, you have great faith. 
Let your wise be granted'.  

This woman displayed a determined, passionate, unflinching faith, in the 
Lord's healing power, even in the face of his initial refusal to respond to her. 

The woman stands in for all of us; she is a wonderful example for all of us of 
persistent faith. She kept on believing, even in the face of the Lord's silence 

and resistance. As a result, her faith created a space for the Lord to work in 
a powerful and unexpected way. She teaches us that the Lord needs our 



persistent faith if God's purpose for our lives and humanity is to come to 
pass. 

Secondly, Jesus' statement allows this woman to react with the utmost 

humility and faith. Her humility is seen in the fact that she does not deny the 
parallel to a dog eating from the table. Rather, she humbly points out that 

even dogs eat the scraps. Wow, this is humility! In fact, we can be certain 
that Jesus spoke to her in this somewhat humiliating way because He knew 

how humble she was and He knew that she would react by letting her 
humility shine forth so as to manifest her faith. She was not offended by the 

humble truth of her unworthiness; rather, she embraced it and also sought 
out the abundant mercy of God despite her unworthiness.  

Humility has the potential to unleash faith, and faith unleashes the mercy 
and power of God. In the end, Jesus speaks for all to hear, "Oh woman, 

great is your faith!" Her faith was made manifest and Jesus seized the 
opportunity to honor her for that humble faith. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, I am unworthy. Help me to see that. Help me to see that I do not 
deserve Your grace in my life. But in that humble truth, may I also recognize 

Your abundance of mercy and never fear to call upon You for mercy. 
Increase my faith in your saving power and deliver me from all evil and 
harm." 

Jesus, I Trust In You. 

 


