
                 

Faith is both a virtue and a gift - as light in the darkness. 

The central theme of today’s readings is the necessity for trusting Faith in 

God’s promises and vigilant preparedness among Christ’s followers to meet 

their God as their Judge and Rewarder, at the time of their death. Fidelity in 

doing God’s will is the best preparation for our death. 

Faith – virtue, and gift – light in the darkness – Faithful Servants 

A rich businessman was getting old and he wanted to turn over his business 

to the most competent successor. So he called in his three sons and gave 

them $10.00 each with the instruction: “There is a big dark room upstairs. 

Use this money to purchase anything that will fill it up. He who fills up the 

room with the $10 is the winner and will take charge of the family business 

when I retire." The eldest son went out to the farm and bought lots of hay 

with his $10. He managed to fill up only a quarter of the room. The second 

son bought tree branches and twigs worth $10, but he was able to fill up 

only half of the room. The youngest son just went to a nearby store and 

spent 15 cents only. He returned the change to his father and showed him 

the room. The once darkroom was now filled with light coming from the 

small candle that he bought. He took over his father's business. 

This Sunday, the Lord talks about faith. Faith is both a virtue and a gift that 

has been traditionally described as light in the darkness. When everything 

seems dark and uncertain, faith gives the person a reason to hope 

steadfastly, to wait patiently and trust firmly. The author of the Letter to the 

Hebrews gives this classic definition: "Faith is the realization of what is 



hoped for and evidence of things not seen." (Heb 11:1). Such was the case 

with Abraham, the father of nations, a man of faith. 

Faith opens or enlightens the mind to God’s own truth. If we want to love 

God, we must know Him first. And in order to know God, faith is necessary. 

St. Augustine said, “There is no love without hope, no hope without love, 

and neither hope nor love without faith.” In the Gospel, Jesus refers to the 

light of faith: “Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like servants who 

await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when 

he comes and knocks” (Lk 12:35-36). The faithful servants kept their lamps 

burning because they believed their master will come at a time no one 

expects. Faith, then, is an essential element in our active readiness for the 

Lord’s second coming. 

Faith – times of crisis – Faith of Jesus and Mary  

Ultimately faith is about trust. Can I trust the promises of God? Faith, maybe, 

is not too demanding when things are going well. We may feel that God is 

blessing us for our efforts. But then in times of crisis, doubts and even great 

doubts may arise. Anyone who ever lived has had to face these doubts, even 

Jesus and Mary as well as all the great saints. In the Garden of Gethsemene 

Jesus had doubts about his ability as a human being like us to be faithful to 

the end when the time for his terrible suffering came to pass. And especially 

on the cross, he cried out: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me." He 

was asked to place his total trust in God not knowing what would happen. The 

answer came only after his death when God raised him from the dead.  

Recently on television, a woman was shown holding the dead body of her son 

who had been the victim of a car bomb attack by terrorists. It was obvious 

that her son was just a passer-by, an innocent victim when the bomb went 

off. And all one could hear her saying was "Why. Why, why? He was a good 

man who tried to live a good life. Why this?" Of course, there was no simple 

answer. Was it not the same for Mary the mother of Jesus as she stood at the 

foot of the cross seeing her Son being crucified and suffering a terribly painful 

slow death. Could she not have said the exact same words as the other woman 

did? Yet her faith helped her to outstare suffering and death and to trust that 

God would sustain her then even though she had no answer as to the why of 

it all. 

If we are honest, we have to admit that there are no easy answers. What is 

asked of us at such difficult and demanding times is to pray very hard that we 



will stay faithful and continue to trust that God will be faithful in giving us 

courage and perseverance to continue to believe and trust that he cares for 

us. 

Lack of Faith – Consequences in the Modern World and Church 

During these times, we can see that what many among us neglect the most 

is our faith. In this world so immersed in materialism and egoism, seldom do 

we see people who are really serious about the practice of their faith. We 

take our job and career seriously. There is nothing wrong with that. But that 

can hardly be said of our faith.  

This is quite alarming, especially when we listen to the words of the Lord in 

the Gospel today: “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, 

and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more” (Lk 

12:48). We have received the Christian faith as a gift from God. He 

entrusted us with this light, and He expects that we will keep our lamps 

burning brightly. But as we see it, the contrary is what is happening. 

The crisis that the world is undergoing is a crisis of faith more than anything 

else. The economic crisis, global terrorism, dirty politics, ecological disasters 

and many other problems in the world are simply the fruits of man’s 

increasing alienation from God. The fact that people are losing their true 

faith and even pushing God out of their lives is what causes all these 

problems in the world, and even in the Church. This has been acknowledged 

by the Church long before these unfortunate events happened. On June 29, 

1972, Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul in Rome, Pope Paul VI stunned the world 

with the words: "From some fracture the smoke of Satan entered into the 

temple of God." The Church is damaged and weakened from the inside 

because the Christian faith is polluted and infected by the “negative 

attitudes” of the world. 

Wakefulness and Preparedness 

Jesus teaches us the need for constant vigilance, using a mini parable of the 

thief and the treasure. We should not lose our treasure of Divine grace like 

the man who awoke one day to discover that a thief had stolen his wealth 

during the night. These parables are addressed to all believers to encourage 

"wakefulness" and preparedness. We must be vigilant like the servant in the 

parable waiting for his master's unexpected return or like the wise 

homeowner who was well prepared for the unexpected break-in of a thief.   

Since the time of our death is quite uncertain, we, too, must be ever ready 



to meet our Lord at any moment. He should find us carrying out our task of 

love, mercy, and service, rather than leaving things undone or half-done. He 

should also find us at peace with God, ourselves and with our fellowmen 

(Eph 4:26).  

Irreparable mistakes: Jesus then presents the parable of the unwise 

steward as a warning to us. The unwise steward made two mistakes.   (i) He 

said, “I will do what I like while my master is away. "Like him, we often 

forget that our Lord is always with us and that we will be accountable to him 

on the day of reckoning. Misuse of an office for one's own advantage or the 

abuse of others will bring about severe punishment, for the returning Lord 

will place that servant "with the unfaithful."  (ii) He said, “I have plenty of 

time to put things right before the master comes.”  Nothing is as fatal to the 

accomplishment of a task as procrastination.  Jesus also warns us that 

knowledge and privilege bring responsibility with them. Today, looking back 

on two thousand years of Christian history, we find it difficult to expect 

Christ’s second coming during our lifetime. But we are sure to meet him at 

our death. Since the date and time of our death are unknown to us, we 

should always be ready to give him an account of our lives. 

What is my treasure? – Spiritual Capital – Treasure in Heaven 

Jesus warns that money and possessions will not last and can be taken away 

at any moment by a thief or by death itself. But there is one treasure which 

can never be lost or destroyed because it is kept secure by God himself. 

What is that treasure? It is the Lord himself and his kingdom of 

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). This 

treasure is worth far more than anything we could possibly acquire on our 

own. If you make the Lord your treasure, then you will have in your 

possession the greatest source of joy and lasting peace and security. The 

wisdom of Scripture tells us, If the Almighty is your gold and your precious 

silver, then you will delight yourself in the Almighty and will turn your face 

toward God (Job 22:25-26). Do you know the joy and happiness of making 

God your one and only true treasure and security? 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus help to believe totally that you are our treasure, an inexhaustible 

treasure in heaven that no thief can reach, nor moth destroy. Give us a 



great increase of faith and trust in you that especially in dark and difficult 

times we will be faithful to you and to your promises. Amen 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 

 


