
                    

In today’s first reading, Joshua reminds the people of Israel of the many 

ways they have been blessed and graced since God first called Abraham. The 

land they had recently entered with its towns, vineyards and olive groves 

was not the result of their own efforts but was much more by way of a gift 

from God. We are to live out of a sense of gratitude to God for what we have 

received from God. We express our gratitude to God in prayer but also in 

life, by our willingness to give to others out of what we have received from 

God, by seeking to love others in the way we have been loved by God. In 

the gospel reading, this is the kind of love Jesus calls for within marriage. 

For a couple to give to each other as they have received, to love one another 

as they have been loved by God, is to be faithful to each other for life, as 

God is faithful to us throughout our lives. Married love has the potential to 

be the greatest living sign of God’s faithful love.   

The marriage is forever and that is the will of God. At the early days of 

marriage, the love is blind that the couple finds it very joyful to live for each 

other. But as the time passes the love becomes more reasonable. Here each 

of the partners tries to measure what she/he is receiving in return of the 

love. He/she begins to compare the partner with other couples and starts 

blaming, unable to accept the partner as she/he is with the limitations. This 

situation eventually leads to diverse. 

God made marriage to be for life. Yes, fireproof doesn’t mean that a fire will 
never come… But it does mean, that when it comes, one will be able to 

withstand it. Problems and issues are part of the marriage journey but notice 
also that as you move forward with the married journey. You would also 

discern that problems and issues will start to dissipate until it eventually 
disappears. Therefore what will remain is your love for each other and your 

willingness to sacrifice for the marriage to be successful and to be faithful to 
the sanctity of the Sacrament of Marriage. 
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One who opts to divorce a spouse only reveals the UNFORGIVENESS in his 
or her heart. One’s decision to divorce a spouse then is to pursue one’s self-

centered will vs. God’s will of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

One who seeks to reconcile with a spouse should then be received with love 

and forgiven. Marriage is forever – in good or bad times, in health or 
sickness- whatever the situation may be. God did not force couples to be 

one in marriage. It was their free will. It was the couple who vowed before 
God and man about their love. Amidst sins against their spouses, they 

should be able to look back at their marriage covenant which they sealed in 

their own free will and complete knowledge, all in His Mighty Name. 

We are all witness to God’s willingness to forgive and which we should 

emulate and imitate in our relationships especially among spouses.  

Faced with irreconcilable differences, spouses separate. Divorce lawyers will 
even say, remarry or seek the company of another. Is this the alternative 

God wants us to take? 

Are you opting for divorce or are you going to let God prevail and accept His 

will on you? Or are you going to insist on your RIGHTS to happiness? 

Divorce is the break up of the family unit and the family unit is the 

foundation of any society. A nation that makes divorce easy is on its way to 

ethical decadence. 

Marriage should not be subject to divorce but continuous re-building. It 
should not only be words and talk but love that shows itself in action 

through self-giving and denial. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus Christ, your call to holiness extends to all in every state of life. 
Sanctify our lives - as married couples and as singles - that we may live as 

men and women who are consecrated to you. Make us leaven in a society 
that disdains life-long marriage fidelity, chastity, and living single for the 

Lord. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 



 
 


