
              

The father in the parable of “Prodigal Son” was extremely generous towards 

his wayward son; the landowner in this morning’s parable is extremely 

generous towards the men who worked only one hour. There is a quality of 

generosity and mercy here that seems to shatter our sense of justice. Yet, 

this is precisely the message of these parables. God’s generosity, God’s 

mercy, is not simply a bigger version of human generosity and mercy. It has 

a completely different quality. At the end of the day that is good news for us 

all. Jesus seems to be suggesting that God relates to us based on what we 

need rather than what we deserve. God's favor, God’s gift of salvation, is, 

ultimately, an unmerited free gift. This is good news for all of us. At the end 

of our lives, and throughout our lives, we can entrust ourselves to the Lord’s 

generosity, knowing that it will exceed all our expectations. 

Hiring workers and the deal: 

To the first group, he struck a deal. They agreed for a denarius – the daily 

wage – which is fair enough! (Mt 20: 2) Their dealings with the Master was 

on a Contract-level! 

To the Second, Third and Fourth Group, he promised to pay what was just – 

they agreed for a reasonable wage – which is fair enough! (Mt 20: 3-5) Their 

dealings with the Master was on a Justice-level! 

To the fifth group, he spoke of no payment…… they probably agreed for a 

fair-wage – which is fair enough! (Mt 20: 6). Their dealings with the Master 

was on a Faith-level! 

Causes for the grumbling and complaint: 

But during the payment time, there are surprises galore as seen in today’s 

Gospel Reading. But then comes a moment of grumbling & complaint. And 

they felt rightly so to do it! 



The heart of the matter was simple: “You have made them equal to us!” (Mt 

20:12) 

But the Lord raises our heart to see the root cause behind this grumbling 

and complaint: 

We often overestimate our own importance and we often underestimate the 

Grace of God! 

We seek for the best in our lives but fail to digest the Providence of God’s 

Goodness in other’s lives! 

We expect great things for ourselves but fail to understand the Benevolence 

of God’s Mercy for others! 

We want the choicest things for us but fail to accept the intervention of 

God's Power in the life of the other! 

Overcoming the Complaint/Grumbling mode: 

Let us take to heart three aspects which can help us to overcome the 

Grumbling Mode: 

1. Thanking God for His Immense Blessings: Let’s open our eyes to see 

them…and thank the Lord in Gratitude! 

2. Avoid judging God’s working in others: Let’s open our minds to accept 

and praise God in Goodness! 

3. Seeking for faithfulness than success: Let’s open our hearts to be 

faithful….and love God in Graciousness! 

God’s way is not our way: 

God's ways of looking at us are different… He looks at us being faithful 

and committed not productive! 

Yes, God is so just…that no one will be underpaid! 

God is so generous…that everyone will be surprised! 

Let us switch our mode:  From a Grumbling Mode to an Appreciative 

mode!  From an Irritable Attitude to a Grateful Attitude!  From a 

Prickly Approach to an Admiring Approach! 

Let us pray: 

Lord, Please replace envy with a sincere gratitude for the abundant grace 

and mercy You bestow on others.  Fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may 



serve you joyfully and serve my neighbor willingly with a generous heart, 

not looking for how much I can get, but rather looking for how much I can 

give.  

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 


