
            

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus answers the question as to how many will be 

saved by answering how to enter into salvation and how urgent it is to strive 
now, before the Master closes the door. Instead of asking how many will be 

saved, Jesus wants us to ask the question, “Am I prepared to be saved, 
choosing the narrow gate of sacrificial love?” 

Questions to be pondered – Why are we refused when we enter?  
Why is the door locked when we seek to go? 

Well, this is a difficult passage. What does it mean when the Gospel tells us 
that we will come and knock upon the door of eternal life and find that it is 

locked? What does it mean that we will come seeking to enter in and be told 
that we are rejected? God is always willing to welcome us in. There would 

always be an open door when we go and knock. Even a few chapters earlier 
in Luke’s Gospel Jesus says this very thing. “Ask and you shall receive. 

Knock and it shall be opened to you.” So what does this passage mean that 
tells us that when we try to enter, we will be refused. When we seek and 
come in, the door will be locked. 

God is ever ready, but the salvation is a two-way street 

To answer that question let us start with what we know is true. God’s will is 

to save us, to save every person in this church, to save every person in the 
world. God is always willing and open to invite us into eternal life. But 

salvation is a two-way street. It requires our participation. God’s intention is 
not the only factor. God will never change in God’s desire to save us. But 

two things can change: our circumstances and our very selves. When 
these things change, we can find that the door, in fact, is locked.  

Circumstances Change  

How can we explain this? There are many stories that have resulted from the 

tragic events of 9/11. But one of the most touching experience was a story 



that everyone experienced on 9/12. As you know during that time many 
people came to church and spent time in prayer. One Priest encountered a 

woman leaving the church. he said to her, “I am glad you came today to 
pray. We all need prayers.” “Some more than others,” she said. “Do you 

want to know who I was praying for today?”  “Of course,” he said. “I was 
praying for all the spouses of the people that died in those twin towers who 

left for work yesterday morning angry at their husband or wife. They always 
thought that there would be time to make peace. They always thought that 

there would be another opportunity to be reconciled. Yet there was not. 
They will have to live with that for the rest of their lives.”  

Dear brothers and sisters, Circumstances in our life change. What is possible 

today is not always possible tomorrow. The people with whom we need to be 
reconciled will not always be with us. The people we want to thank or tell 

them that we love them could be taken in an instant. When that happens, 
the door is locked and we can no longer get in. 

We ourselves change depending upon our decisions. 

But it is not just the circumstances in our life that can change. We ourselves 
change depending upon our decisions. Every time we say no to an 

opportunity for life or growth it is easier to say no again. Every time we 
make a decision not to act we begin to build a habit that lessons our 

freedom. This can happen in a marriage or any deep relationship. The 
decision not to be honest moves us closer to living a lie. The decision not to 

be generous and forgiving begins to create a pattern of selfishness and 
inflexibility. Soon we can be living in a lifeless marriage, in a dead 

relationship. A similar thing can happen in dealing with addictions. Every 
time we pass up an opportunity to stop drinking, to stop using drugs, we 

feed the habit of the abuse that reduces our ability to live. Every time we 
say no to a good opportunity we reduce the chances of recognizing the next 

opportunity that comes along. God will never cease to provide opportunities. 
The grace of God will never dry up.  But we can dry up. We can create a 

thick crust of insensitivity and habit that refuses to let the grace of God sink 
in. When that happens the door is locked and we are unable to enter. 

Warning of today’s Gospel: 

This then is the warning of today’s Gospel. God will never change in God’s 
desire to save us. But our circumstances can change and we can change. 

God will never lock the door to shut us out. But the circumstances of our life 
can shut us out, and we can lose the desire to enter by the choices we 

refuse to make. The message of the Gospel, then, is carpe diem. It is a Latin 
phrase which means “seize the day.” The day is now. If there is an open 

door in your life, walk through it. If you need to forgive someone, do it. If 



you need to thank someone or tell someone that you love them, don’t wait 
until tomorrow. If there is an opportunity for change or growth, take it. God 

will never change, but our lives can change. So carpe diem. Seize the 
day. Today is the day of salvation. 

Narrow gate – one at a time and hold your own ticket – Who makes 
the narrow gate? 

Some of you might have been among the great crowd moving toward the 
entrance to a big-time football game. At first, the entrance seems wide and 

open to all, but once you begin seriously pushing and struggling to go in, 
you discover that the gate is not wide at all. The broad gate narrows down 

to a turnstile where you enter one by one, and the keeper says, "Hold your 
own ticket, please." So, Jesus describes the door to the Kingdom. It begins 

wide and open to all – but then comes the struggle to go through the narrow 
door: one at a time and hold your own ticket.   

Who is making the gate narrow? Not Jesus, but the person who is 

questioning him. Jesus is only responding to the man’s narrow question, 

saying if you will, “Well, if access to salvation is as narrow as you think it is, 
it will indeed be difficult to enter into God’s Kingdom”. It is the man who 

questions Jesus who narrows the gate, because of his judgment towards 
others. He thinks only a few are worthy to enter. It is his choice to envision 
the way to the Kingdom as one that is negative and limited. 

Now when we look at the gospel from this perspective, it is not really a 
discussion about how many people will actually be saved. It is rather a 

warning to us about our own judgments and prejudices. Each time we judge 
another person as unworthy of salvation, we narrow in our own minds the 

gate through which salvation comes. Each time we reject another person 
because of their mistakes, their lifestyle, or their disagreements with us, we 

limit our ability to see the immensity of God's love. Now God, of course, will 
continue to be God. God will continue to be merciful and gracious. God will 

continue to save the sinners and the lost, but our prejudice can blind us to 
the power of God's grace.  

So it is with a sense of irony that this gospel warns us that the gate we 
envision is the gate we will use. Each time we reject another person as 

unworthy of God's love, the gate before us tightens. Each time we refuse to 
forgive someone who has offended us, the way before us lessens. We must, 

therefore, be careful to enlarge our mercy and our compassion. If we are 
unwilling to do so, then one day we might discover that our way of salvation 

is through a very narrow gate, a gate that is so narrow that we do not have 
the strength to enter.  

Let us pray: 



Lord Jesus, you are the path to everlasting life. I diligently seek Your True 
Path and Your Way of salvation. Direct me in my thoughts and actions so to 

stay on the narrow path and don’t begin to wander. I need additional 
strength and encouragement to remain on the narrow path, seek the grace 

of the Holy Spirit. Through the gift of your Spirit fill me with persevering 
faith and courage to trust you always in all things and in every circumstance, 
I find myself in.  

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 


