
                  

Today’s first reading is taken from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, 
which is the earliest Christian document to have come down to us, dated to 

about twenty years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. In that 
reading, Paul says, ‘What God wants is for you all to be holy’. How did Paul 

understand ‘holiness’? The end of that reading gives us a clue. Having 
declared, ‘We have been called by God to be holy’, he immediately goes on 

to speak of God ‘who gives you his Holy Spirit’.  

In other words, ‘holiness’ for Paul is a life that is shaped by the Holy Spirit, a 

life that is rich in what he calls elsewhere ‘the fruit of the Spirit’. You are 
probably familiar with Paul’s portrayal of the fruit of the Spirit, ‘love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-control’. This is Paul’s 
depiction of a holy life, a life lived according to the Holy Spirit. This is our 

baptismal calling, which flows from our baptismal identity, our Spirit-shaped 

identity.  

The parable that Jesus spoke in today’s gospel reading contrasts those 

bridesmaids who were ready to welcome the bridegroom with their lamps 
burning and those who were not. To the extent that we allow the Spirit to 

shape our lives, to bear fruit in our lives, we will be standing reading with 



lamps burning to welcome the Lord, the bridegroom, whenever he comes. 
He comes at the end of our lives but also in the course of our daily lives. In 

all the ways he comes to us, he will be hoping to find that our lives are 

burning brightly with the flame of the Spirit. 

The story of these five virgins who were unprepared (whom our Blessed Lord 
calls as ‘foolish”) could well be our own stories too…How often are we too 

unprepared and unequipped…… missing out on opportunities. 

The Lord gives ample opportunities to get back our life on track, through 

various Biblical inspirations, talks, retreats, literature, etc. 

There are so many occasions that are provided for us to grow in our virtues, 

to learn deeper the mysteries of heaven and to illumine ourselves with holy 

knowledge 

We also get so many chances to build our relationship with one another, to 
grow in appreciation and praise of others and to discover and nurture the 

goodness in others 

Do we make good use of all such opportunities or do we squander them 

away? 

So let us be sure that our lamps are ready for the end of our lives: Spiritual 
readiness, preparation, and growth come as a result of intentional habits 

built into one's life.  These include taking time for prayer and being alone 
with God; reading God's Word; leading a Sacramental life; cooperating with 

God's grace by offering acts of loving service to others; practicing moral 

faithfulness and living always in loving obedience. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, I pray for your guidance to make efforts to always keep ready 

“my lamp” to shine bright for the Lord with “my Spirit-shaped identity, oil of 

gladness and love”. Lead me to be ever ready to meet you. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 


