
     

Today’s readings remind us that we are God’s stewards and that God 

expects faithful and prudent stewardship from us. They challenge us to use 

our God-given talents and blessings, like wealth, wisely to attain Heavenly 

bliss. 

This is a peculiar parable. Why is it that we find Jesus at the end praising a 

dishonest person?  What is there about the actions of the crooked steward 

that Jesus finds good and invites us to imitate? 

A businessman who heads his own company interviewed three applicants for 

a job. As a test, he asks: “If you divide six by two, what’s the result?” 

“Three,” answered the first applicant. He was not hired for being too honest. 

“Two,” answered the second applicant. Again, he was not hired because he 

was dishonest and for being an ignorant fool. This third applicant answered, 

“Sir, if I were to divide six between you and me, I would rather give you four 

and take two, myself.” He was hired for being clever 

Giving what is his own: 

To answer this question, we have to be sure that we understand the parable 

correctly. The manager was certainly dishonest. He clearly squandered his 

master’s property and was being fired because of it. But it is important that 

we understand correctly what his actions were, once his dishonesty had 

been found out. Normally we presume that when he brought in his master’s 

debtors and reduced their bills that he was further cheating his master. But 

this is not the case. In the ancient world managers were given their income 

through commission. When the manager in the parable reduced the debtors’ 

bills, he was not removing his master’s profit but his own. For example, if 

someone borrowed 50 denarii or 50 barrels of oil, he would have to pay back 

the 50 to the master and another 10 or 30 or 50 — to the broker, whatever 

the broker thought he could get.  So his hope was that by giving back to the 

debtors what was his own, they would recognize his shrewdness and 

generosity. Then, once he was fired, they might welcome him into their own 



financial operations. It was a risk to be sure. There was no guarantee that 

the debtors would respond in this way. 

But what is noteworthy about this dishonest manager is that he had the 

insight to size up his situation and realize that the only possibility for future 

employment and security was to give away what he presently possessed. It 

is this insight and this action that Jesus commends and invites us to 

imitate. Because Jesus knows that if we correctly size up our present 

situation, we will realize that the only way to our future security is to give 

away some of what we possess today. 

What is our present situation? Everything we have is a gift: our life, our 

time, our relationships, our health, our money. Everything we have is a 

gift.  This realization should certainly lead us to thankfulness.  But 

thankfulness is not enough. Thankfulness must give way to generosity. For 

generosity is the sign of the kingdom of God.  The person, who understands 

God’s kingdom, understands that everything that we have been given has 

been given to us to share. Faithful stewardship requires giving back part of 

what we have been given. 

Why is giving back so important? – Others need and Generosity is 

good:  Two reasons: others need it and generosity is good for us.  There is 

no doubt that others need the things that we possess.  People need our 

time, our presence, our money.  God loves all people. So whenever anyone 

is hungry or sick or depressed God is counting on us and on our resources to 

help that person.  Christians know that whatever we fail to do for the least of 

our brothers or sisters we fail to do for Jesus.  Our relationship to God is 

connected to our generosity to others.  We give because others are in need. 

We also give because generosity is good for us.  The deepest joy in life is 

giving out of love.  Parents know this.  Lovers know this.  Joy comes from 

giving, giving freely and with love.  The deepest moments of joy occur in the 

context of generosity. 

So that is our present situation.  That is how things stand.  When the 

dishonest manager in the gospel saw how things stood, he did not hesitate. 

He swung into action. He started giving what he had away. We are 

called to follow his example. The gospel today poses a wiser and more 

helpful question.  It asks us, “This week, how much of your time and 

your talent and your money are you willing to give away?” 

Dishonest Steward – Main Character in the Parable – Why?  



Secondly The parable’s central character is a dishonest steward who first 

cheats his master then gets into trouble for doing so and then cheats him 

again to get out of trouble. Jesus presents this dishonest steward as an 

example to us of how to act prudently. 

Really? Couldn’t Jesus have found another character more suitable as an 

example of prudence than this crooked manager? There is a reason that this 

dishonest steward is the central character of the parable. This steward made 

a mess of his life and knew that he was responsible for his own misery. 

Therefore, this parable is addressed to us, when we find our own lives in 

disorder, panic and confusing and realize that we are the ones to blame. 

We might have lied to our spouse or to a close friend and been found out in 

that lie. Now relationships that we value have been compromised and 

endangered. We might find ourselves in the midst of a divorce and, despite 

the charges and counter-charges, we know that there are things that we 

have done or should have done that contributed to the break-up. We might 

have abused drugs or alcohol and now find ourselves broken and alone, 

because of all the people who we alienated in the process. Like the steward 

in the parable, we can find our lives damaged by our dishonesty, weakness, 

and selfishness. It is when we find ourselves in those circumstances that the 

steward becomes an example to us. That is because this steward does not 

give up. 

Life is damaged but it is not over – hope and actions by the Steward: 

He could have easily said, “My life is over. I’m going to throw in the towel. 

My own bad decisions have finished me.” But he does not quit/leave. When 

it becomes clear that he is going to be fired, he reads the situation. He does 

not sit back and feel sorry for himself. But he devises a plan and he puts it 

into action, so that others will be treat him well in the future. He uses his 

position and the relationships he has made to get himself out of his misery. 

He uses the brokenness of his messed-up life to form a better one.  

What about us?  

That is exactly what we must do when we realize our lives have been 

damaged by our own selfishness and sin. When our relationships are broken 

because of our dishonesty, it does us no good to say, “Gee, I wish I had 

healthy relationships.” We must, instead, pick up the broken pieces of those 

relationships and try to move to something that is better. When we are in 

the midst of divorce, it does us no good to say, “If only I had a healthy 

marriage.” We must claim the fact that we are now a divorced person and 

try to find a way to move forward. When our lives have been broken by the 



abuse of alcohol or drugs, it does us no good to say, “I should have 

remained sober.” Instead, we must take up our life as we find it and use it to 

build a new life. 

Parable of Hope: 

Seen from this perspective, the parable is actually a parable of hope. It tells 

us there is no place we can find ourselves in which God will not be present to 

us to help us. We believe that God is present to help us when we face an evil 

that comes to us which is out of our own control: when someone hurts us, 

when sickness comes, or when we are struck by an accident we could not 

anticipate. But this parable tells us that God is also with us when the pain we 

must endure is of our own making. 

The dishonest steward is an example to us, not because of his 

dishonesty but because of his desire to live. Therefore, when we find 

ourselves damaged and broken by our sin and mistakes, this parable tells us 

it is not time to give up. It is time to take the broken pieces of our lives and 

move forward. It is time to believe that God is with us in our worst 

condition. It is time to trust that the God who is with us will lead us out of 

the mess we have made into newness of life. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, all that I have is a gift from you. May I love you freely and 

generously with all that I possess. Help me to be a wise and faithful steward 

of the resources you put at my disposal, including the use of my time, 

money, and possessions. I may share what I have with the needy 

generously. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 

 


