
    

In the liturgy of baptism, just after their child has been baptized, the 

celebrant addresses the child’s parents in the following words: ‘This light is 

entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly. This child of yours has been 

enlightened by Christ. He/she is to walk always as a child of the light. May 

he/she keep the flame of faith alive in his/her heart’. We were all 

enlightened by Christ at the moment of our baptism. The light of his loving 

presence shone upon us at that moment and ignited the flame of faith in our 

hearts. We are called to reflect Christ's light to others, as the moon reflects 

the sun. In this morning's gospel reading, Jesus says that a lamp is always 

put on a lampstand so that people may see the light when they come in. By 

means of that image, Jesus is telling us that our calling us is to allow his 

light to shine through us for others to see. A light is not meant to be hidden. 

We can try to hide things from others, from ourselves, and from God. How 

tempting to shut our eyes from the consequences of our sinful ways and bad 

habits, even when we know what those consequences are. And how 

tempting to hide them from others and even from God. But, nonetheless, 

everything is known to God who sees all.  

If we have been enlightened by Christ, we are to let his light shine for others 

to see. In that sense, there is always a very public dimension to our 

relationship with Christ. That relationship may be very personal to each of 

us, but it is never private. We are the public face of Christ to others.  

In today’s Gospel again Jesus makes the comment, “for to him who has will 

more be given” following the warning “Take heed how you hear….” Jesus is 

telling us that if we listen to him with open minds and open hearts and walk 

in his light, the tiny bit of light, wisdom, and understanding that we’ve 

already gained through Baptism will grow and grow with his help. If, on the 

other hand, our hearts are closed to Jesus, even the little bit of wisdom that 

we think we’ve got will be lost. Jesus is not talking about money or 

wealth in any form. He is talking about the extent and depth of our 



connectedness to God. If we are already deeply rooted in God, our spirits 

will grow larger, richer, and fuller by the day. But if our connection to the 

Lord is only superficial, it certainly won’t grow, and it may well not last at all. 

Those who listen to God and heed his voice will receive more from him - an 

abundance of wisdom, guidance, peace, and blessing. The conclusion 

of this morning’s gospel reading reminds us that the more we give in terms 

of letting the light of our faith shine before others, the more we will receive 

from the Lord, the brighter the light of our faith will become, ‘for anyone 

who has will be given more’. Do you know the joy and freedom when the 

light of Faith shine before others and when we live in God's light? 

The Jews understood "light" as an expression of the inner beauty, truth, and 

goodness of God. In his light, we see light (Psalm 36:9). His word is a lamp 

that guides our steps (Psalm 119:105). God's grace not only illumines the 

darkness in our lives, but it also fills us with spiritual light, joy, and peace. 

Jesus used the image of a lamp to describe how his disciples are to live in 

the light of his truth and love. Just as natural light illumines the darkness 

and enables one to see visually, so the light of Christ shines in the hearts of 

believers and enables us to see the heavenly reality of God's kingdom. In 

fact, our mission is to be light-bearers of Christ so that others may see the 

truth of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ - and be freed from the 

blindness of sin, ignorance, and deception. We pray this morning that we 

would be faithful to that calling. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, you guide me by the light of your saving truth. Fill my heart and 

mind with your light and truth and free me from the blindness of sin and 

deception that I may see your ways clearly and understand your will for my 

life. May I radiate your light and truth in word and deed to those around me. 

Jesus, I Trust In You. 

 

 


