
                

Today’s Gospel describes Jesus’ criterion for greatness and his advice to be 

accepting of others who do good in ways different from ours. He exhorts the 

spiritual leaders as well as all believers in responsible positions in his Church 

to be like children, humble, trusting and innocent. Jesus advises them and 

all His disciples to forget their selfish ambitions and to spend their lives 

serving others in all humility, with trusting Faith in a loving and providing 

God. 

The "I" factor often dominates many of our thoughts, our words, and 

actions. We are people, who tend to have our self-desires to be in the 
forefront. Such generally-found characteristics are “Desiring to be great” 

“Wanting to have the first place”. That’s is on play in the Gospel of the Day 

When the disciples argued “who is the greatest among them” (Lk 9: 46), 

Jesus’ message of the Cross was neatly avoided and only the Crown was 

given prominence. Jesus’ warnings about being ready for the Way of the 

Cross was sidelined and only the dream of a ‘bed of roses’ was discussed! 

Hence, the Lord uses the opportunity to remind His close ones on the need 

to “grow in humility” with the example of a child (Lk 9: 47) 

The Gospel says, “Jesus, realized the intention of their hearts…” (Lk 9: 47). 
The Lord knows the hearts of all. He knows our hearts as well. And so, He 

looks deep into us and invites to examine our motives and attitudes. Am I a 

person willing to humble myself? or am I a person, swelling in pride? 

This aspect of pride could be perhaps manifested in us, subtly, in many 
ways. Maybe in my words, the word "I" often appears – thus projecting 

myself moreover others. Maybe in my actions, I do things to show others – 



thus wanting self-attention and praise. Maybe in my thoughts, I often think 
of my desires – thus disregarding the needs of others. The tendency to self-

project oneself is seen in many of us. But the Lord, who Himself lowered and 
humbled Himself challenges us time and again, “He who wishes to follow 

me, must deny oneself, take up one’s cross and follow me!” (Lk 9:23). The 
process of doing away with pride and growing in humility is a slow and 

painful process! 

The key to root out vices is by building up virtues. There is a need to grow in 

acts of humility through encouraging and appreciating others and willing to 
do the “less flashy and glamorous” roles and realizing that the source of all 

what I do and achieve, is ultimately the Lord. Let us give heed to the call of 
the Lord “seeking to grow, by humbling oneself” May we truly pray and live 

that we may never seek to be consoled, as to console, to be understood as 

to understand and to be loved, as to love with all our souls. 

Let us pray: 

Lord give me the grace to practice humility in thoughts, words, and actions. 
Let me learn from you as you are “meek and humble of heart.”  I may not 

seek recognition and recompense for the service I do for Christ and the 

Church as parents, teachers, pastors, etc. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 

 


