
   
 

WISH YOU HAPPY FEAST OF EPIPHANY 
 
 

Receiving than Giving: 
 

The most foundational truth of the Christian life can be located in today’s 

gospel of the Epiphany. when we focus on the wise men, the theme of the 
gospel is about searching, finding, and the giving of gifts. These themes, 

however, are not the deepest truth of today’s feast. To find that truth we 
must not look at what the wise men do, but at what Jesus does. And what 

does Jesus do? He receives the gifts that the wise men offer. This action is 
arguably the first action of Jesus ever recorded in the gospels: to accept the 

gifts that are given. 
 

Our faith is not primarily about what we do, but rather about what God does. 
God has made us and saved us. God’s actions are the actions that are at the 

heart of the gospel. Being a Christian is not about what we do, but what we 
accept; it is not about giving but about receiving. 

 
So what is it that we are called to receive? The three gifts help here—gold, 

frankincense, myrrh—value, mystery, pain.  

 
The first gift is the gift of gold, a gift of great value and worth. It points to 

the value and worth of our own lives. We are persons of great worth. God 
has made us so. God has instilled in us a dignity that is a part of who we 

are. That dignity is nothing we can earn and nothing that we can lose by 
failure or sin. We are called, then, to believe in our worth and dignity even 

when we doubt ourselves, even when we mess things up. The value and 
worth of our own being is the first gift that God gives us. We must 

be willing to receive it if we are to be followers of Christ.  
 



The gift of frankincense is a mysterious perfume, and it points to the 
mysterious action of God in our lives. God has a plan. God has a plan for us 

and for the world. God is always working to unfold that plan through all the 
relationships and opportunities of our lives. Beneath our actions and our 

decisions is the mysterious impulse of God, blessing us, changing us, leading 
us forward. That mysterious presence of God's loving action in our life 

is the second gift that God offers us. We must receive it if we are to 
understand the gospel. 

 
Myrrh is the ointment of death, and it points to the unavoidable pain which is 

a part of all of our lives. None of us can avoid evil or pain, whether that 
comes from hurt, rejection, failure, sickness, or grief. But in faith, we believe 

that such pain, as real and as deep as it is, cannot negate our worth and 
dignity as people. 

  

Believing that God's plan will succeed even in the presence of pain is 
the third gift that God offers us. We must be willing to receive it if 

we are to understand the gospel. 
 

So dear brothers and sisters, Jesus receives gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
to remind us that we need to receive the value of our own person, the 

mystery of God’s action in our life, and the reality that pain and evil cannot 
stop the plan of God. Those are three gifts we need to receive, for it is only 

by accepting them that we can follow Christ and fulfill the promise of 
Christmas. 

 
2. “Two men looked out of their prison bars. One saw mud, the other 

stars.” 
 

The wise men had all kinds of reasons to stay at home. If they would have 

chosen to focus on how difficult the journey would be, how others might 
make fun of them because they were dreamers, or the possibility that the 

Christ Child would not accept their gifts, they would have stayed where they 
were in the East. But the Magi set their sights higher than their fears and 

their doubts. They looked to the star, and the star led them to the Christ 
Child. These strangers from the East became among the first ones to 

worship the Jewish Messiah. 
 

There are bad things in this world and sometimes those bad things happen 
to us. At times there is no amount of perspective or attitude that can protect 

us from evil. Yet having said that, it is also true that we usually see the 
things upon which we focus. We usually find the things that we are looking 

for. So why not look for the things that are good rather than the things that 
are bad? Rather than centering on all the things that are wrong, why not 



look and search out those things for which to be thankful, for which to be 
joyful. 

 
On this feast of the Epiphany, the Gospel challenges us to look for the 

positive things in our life. Where should we look for goodness? Who are the 
people, the situations, the issues that are pulling us down? Can we not ask 

God to help us see them differently? Is there the possibility that there might 
be some good that we are overlooking? Yes, there are things that discourage 

us, but are there not also reasons for hope? On this feast of the Epiphany 
let's pray that God will guide us to what is good, that God will give us the 

light that we need. God led the Magi to the Christ Child. God did not lead 
them astray. I believe there is every reason to trust that God will do the 

same thing for us. But first, we need to move our eyes off of the mud 
and onto the stars. 
 

3. Fleeing from Violence – A virtue 

Today's gospel is a beautiful story. It contains the Magi, precious gifts, and a 

guiding star. But we would be remiss not to admit that these beautiful 
elements take place in a dark context. And that context is violence. The 

violence is connected to King Herod, a noted character of the ancient world, 
known for his cruelty and his willingness to slaughter even members of his 

own family in order to retain his hold on power. The violence of King Herod 
impacts the characters in today's gospel, and we would be wise to pay 
attention to how they respond to it. 

When we are confronted by unjust, violent power, there are two options. We 
can fight that power or we can flee from it. The characters in today’s gospel 

choose the second option. When the Magi realize the deceit of King Herod, 
they understand that returning to him as he had ordered them to do might 

result in their imprisonment or death. So they flee. They return to their own 
country by a different road. In the next scene of Matthew’s gospel Joseph 

discovers that Herod is planning to kill the Christ child. So he takes Mary and 
Jesus and flees to Egypt. 

Since 2011, over 9 million people have fled the violence in Syria. This 
movement of people is the greatest migration since World War II. We should 

not conclude that those who made that choice were somehow weak or lazy. 
It takes great courage to leave what you know behind, takes what you can 

carry, and begin an uncertain and dangerous journey. There is every reason 
to believe that those who made that choice did so in order to protect their 
own lives and the lives of their families. 



Normally, we might consider that fleeing from evil is something weak, a kind 
of failure. But today’s gospel makes clear that there are times where fleeing 

is a virtue. Sometimes fleeing from violence is the only way to protect our 
families and ourselves. 

Fleeing is not necessarily a failure. It can be following the example 

of the Holy Family, who left their home behind in order to protect the 
child, Jesus. 

Let us pray: 

 
Great God of the Epiphany, this day reveals your salvation to the poor who 

hunger for your nourishment, to the seekers who travel across deserts for 
your drink, to us gathered here, who desire you. Lord Jesus Christ, we thank 

you for bringing salvation to all the nations. May the gospel of salvation be 
proclaimed to every nation today and to every person on the face of the 

earth.  Help me to be a good witness of the joy of the gospel to all I meet. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


