
                
 

I. Jesus, the Great Carpenter of Nazareth: 

 
A carpenter is a person who works with wood. The carpenter uses various 

tools and implements in order to cut, shape, chisel, carve and cut into the 

pieces of wood, gives new shapes, repairs the broken ones, polishes the 
rough edges etc 

 
The Gospel of the Day is an encounter with such a Carpenter. Well, he is no 

ordinary one. He is the Great Carpenter of Nazareth, JESUS! Jesus is in His 
hometown of Nazareth. He walks into the synagogue, as was His custom. He 

is handed over the book of prophet Isaiah and reads a prophetic passage. All 
were amazed at His gracious words and they began to ask each other “Isn’t 

this the Son of Joseph” (Lk 4:22). 
 

Yeah, Jesus was the Son of Joseph, the carpenter. And this Child of Joseph, 
was Himself also a carpenter. The people would have murmured this 

statement to belittle Jesus. The people would have referred Him so, because 
of their bias and prejudice. The people perhaps called Him that way to show 

that He was just ordinary – one of them. 

 
But what the people murmured or muttered or grumbled was indeed true. 

Because the Jewish people were in great expectation of a Messiah. Their 
concept of a Messiah would have been one who is very powerful, kingly, 

majestic etc. But Jesus, the Messiah doesn’t ornament Himself with all such 
expected grandeur. He doesn’t robe Himself with a showy magnificence or 

armour Himself with majestic works. He takes the role of a Carpenter. 
He identified Himself with the common people. He became one with 

humanity with hard labour and gritty toil. A carpenter’s work is to fashion 
new things from ordinary wood and also to repair things that have been 

damaged. 



 
The Great Carpenter of Nazareth is wanting to do the same in our lives. He 

wants to create us anew and refashion our lives. He wants to give new 
shape and utility to our brokenness and damaged parts of life. Are we ready 

to let the Great Carpenter of Nazareth to work in our lives? Hammer in some 
of the nails of discipline and virtues? Chisel away sin and other unwanted 

portions of our life? Polish some places of life that have lost its sheen and 
shine? Drill in some screws to tighten the lethargic and sluggish areas of 

life? Level some habits in us that can hamper the balance of our spirituality? 
Measure some of our activities to determine how much exactly is needed? 

We all of us have our brokenness in life, damages in relations and bruises in 
thoughts. But the Great Carpenter assures that He will not let our bruised 

reeds be broken! He wants to mend us. He wants to repair us. He wants to 
fashion us anew! Are we ready? 

 

II. Good News – Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon this Great Carpenter of Galilee, “to bring glad 
tidings to the poor; 

 
The word “gospel” literally means “good news”. Isaiah had prophesied that 

the Messiah would come in the power of the Holy Spirit to bring 
freedom to those who suffered from physical, mental, or spiritual oppression 

(see Isaiah 61:1-2). Jesus came to set people free, not only from their 
infirmities, but from the worst affliction of all – the tyranny of slavery to sin, 

Satan, and the fear of losing one’s life. God’s power alone can save us from 
dejection, hopelessness, and emptiness of life. The Gospel of salvation is 

“good news” for everyone who will receive it. Do you know the joy and 
freedom of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God who came to bring us 

the kingdom of heaven?  

 
We need to let the power of the Holy Spirit fill us, and to be ready to have 

miracles done through us. Today’s Gospel tells us that Jesus performed 
miracles because he was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let us be 

ready to become Spirit-filled instruments of Christ’s saving freedom. 
 

Let us Knock…Knock… The Carpenter is already here. Let’s open the door to 
Him - no matter, even if the door is also damaged!! Let us entrust our lives 

into the care of the Great Carpenter of Nazareth who comes in the power of 
the Holy Spirit and brings “Good News” to all 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, let me surrender to you, the great Carpenter of Nazareth. You  



are the fulfillment of all our hopes and dreams. Through the gift of your Holy 
Spirit you bring us truth, freedom, and abundant life. Fill me with the joy of 

the Gospel and inflame my heart with love and zeal for you and your 
kingdom of peace and righteousness 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


