
 Saul & Mathew   
 

God’s intervention and calling in daily ordinary life Situation 

 
Our God is a God of surprises. He visits us even in the most ordinary 

situations of life. Are we open to meet and experience the Lord, in our every 
day – simple and ordinary – situations of life? 

 
The readings of the day present two people who encounter the Call of the 

Lord in their “routines of life!” Saul, who would become the first king of 
Israel and Levi, who would become an apostle of Christ 

 

As we have seen yesterday reading, The people of Israel had remained 
adamant and stubborn in their demand for a king just like all other nations 

of the world (Cf. 1 Sam 8:19-20). They would thus move away from the 
Kingship of the Lord – obstinate to follow their own wills. Yet, God doesn’t 

forsake them. 
 

He provides a king from among them – the Divine Wisdom of preparing the 
people to receive Christ as the Ultimate King. Saul is chosen in an ordinary 

and regular context of life. The reading describes how Saul is sent by his 
father to search for “lost donkeys!” The donkeys were valuable to their 

owners since they were their mode of transportation. They were even a 
symbol of peace and wealth. As Saul moves from place to place, in search of 

"lost donkeys" he is encountered by Samuel, the prophet, who would be 
instructed to anoint Saul as the king of Israel. 'When Samuel saw Saul, the 

Lord told him, "Here is the man of whom I spoke to you! He is who shall rule 

over my people." (1 Sam 3:17) 
 

The Gospel of the Day (Mk 2:13-17) presents Jesus, who is sent by His 
Father, to search for "lost sheep" and "sick patients"! "Jesus said to them, 

'Those who well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners.' (Mk 2:17). Levi was "busy at the table 

counting taxes" with his own worldly interests and concerns, surrounded by 



people who hated tax-collectors like him, and looked down on him, in 
contempt and rejection. 

 
It is interesting to see that even in a situation of “donkeys being lost”, God 

can intervene in human lives! Even though Saul was only looking for 
“donkeys”, God was in search of Saul! It is interesting to see that even in a 

situation of "counting the taxes at the table", God can intervene in human 
lives! Even though Levi was only looking for "taxes", Jesus was in search of 

Levi! 
 

Do we find ourselves in situations of “lost donkeys” - searching for wealth 
and means of comfort in life? searching for peace and satisfaction in life? Do 

we find ourselves "busy at the table counting taxes?" - busy with many 
worldly concerns and worries? busy in being surrounded by people who 

reject and hate us? 

Then let us know and understand that even in such ordinary situations of 
"lost donkeys" and being "busy at the table counting taxes" can become 

occasions when God wants to anoint us with His Oil of Graces and Gladness! 
(Cf. 1 Sam 10:1), can become moments when God wants to address you 

and tell you, “Follow me”! (Cf. Mk 2:14) 
 

God is looking for you even if you are not thinking much about Him! Jesus 
wants you to follow Him closer even if you are not much ready for it and 

busy with the affairs of the world! Yes, God is a God of surprises! He visits 
us even in the most ordinary situations of life. Are we open to meet and 

experience the Lord, in our every day – simple and ordinary – situations of 
life? 

 
Let us pray: 

 

Lord Jesus, you searched and intervened Saul and Mathew in their own life 
situation and you are doing the same with us. Give your grace to see your 

presence and intervention in my daily living situation and respond to you as 
Saul and Mathew did. Guide and lead me, as you did, to reach out to the 

unwanted and the marginalized in society with your own love, mercy, and 
compassion.  

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


