
 

As we begin this season of the Ordinary Time between Christmas and Lent, 
we are reminded of the need for us not to make this season something that 

is merely 'ordinary'. For, in fact, the real meaning and significance of this 
'Ordinary Time' is such that in between our focus and observations of the 

very important events in our faith like that of the birth of Christ in 
Christmas, the preparation time for Easter in Lent, the resurrection of Jesus 

in Easter itself, there are many things that we can do in the time between all 

these events and seasons. 

It means that we are called to come and do our best to make good use of 
this time to do the ‘ordinary’ work of God, carrying out whatever it is that He 

has called on each one of us to do, from being faithful and good Christians, 
behaving in ways that conform to our faith and through all those, becoming 

true witnesses of our faith in our everyday life. We must not think that our 
works and contributions are insignificant in any way, for it is indeed by 

whatever little things we do, that are done in faith, that we become good 

witnesses for Christ. 

Who is a Saint? 

Johny after coming from a trip to Europe, said, “I loved all the churches in 
Europe – they are so many, and they are so beautiful! They have so many 

glass paintings of many saints on the windows of these big churches.” On 
hearing the word, “Saint”, the teacher in the Catechism class asked Johny: 

“So tell me, who is a saint?” And Johny, recollecting those glass paintings on 
the Church windows said: “A saint is someone, who allows the Light of the 

Lord to pass through!” That’s a beautiful description of a Saint, isn’t it? One 

who allows the Light of the Lord to pass through! 



First reading invites each of us to be “the light to the nations, that His 
Salvation may reach to the ends of the earth!” (Cf. Is 49:6). St Paul 

beautifully shows this way to be the light to the nations: i.e. By doing His 
Will and living a Holy Life! St Paul understood the depth of his vocation by 

identifying himself with the Will of God. “Paul, called to be an apostle of 
Christ Jesus by the will of God…” (1 Cor 1:1). He also invites the people of 

Corinthians to live a sanctified life “to the church of God that is in Corinth, to 

those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints…” (1 Cor 1:2) 

When we do the Will of God in our lives and live a holy life, we allow God’s 
light to shine through us. When doing what God wants becomes the first 

priority for us, we become His Authentic Witnesses as St. John the Baptist 
doing in the Gospel: Following the Will of God, he takes up this mission and 

duty of “being a light – a witness”. 

Our Christian lives are to be lived by seeking and doing “God’s Will” by living 

a holy life. It is this transparency and openness to the Will of God that will 

help us to allow the Light of the Lord to pass through and become a light – a 

witness – of God’s Love to the world! 

Nicknames Of Jesus: 

Nicknames are popular with people. Some of them are given to individuals 

just for convenience or humor. But often a nickname is a condensed 
description of one's outstanding qualities. For example, Ivan The Terrible is a 

nickname expressing the cruel Character of the man; whereas The Little 
Flower is the nickname given to Theresa of Child Jesus, capturing the gentle 

and humble character of the saint. Jesus too has some biblical nicknames. 
“The Servant” “The Lamb” and “The Lord” – Jesus the “Servant of God” calls 

us to serve others as He did. Jesus the “Lamb of God” calls us to be ready 
for sacrifices in being His disciple; Jesus the “Lord” invites all Christians to 

unite under His one Lordship. 

The Lamb:  

 

John the Baptist in today’s Gospel says, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world” (John 1:29) 

 
John the Baptist must have found no other title befitting for Jesus other than 

the “Lamb” 
  

a. because the lamb is the sacrificial animal, which points to Jesus 
laying down his life for the salvation of the world; 



  
b. John selects this title for Jesus because the lamb of sacrifice is 

considered to be innocent, uncontaminated and unblemished. 
Similarly, Jesus is human in all things except sin. 

 
c. The lamb is gentle and meek and so was Jesus who is meek and 

gentle of heart. 
 

d. The blood of the lamb is a symbol of salvation and so the people 
of Israel smeared their doorposts with this blood, and they were 

saved from death (Exodus 12). Jesus shed his blood for the 
salvation of mankind. While he was on the cross blood and water 

flowed from his side. He also washed away our sins with his 
blood (Revelation 1:50). Just before he died, he offered his blood 

to his disciples saying take this all of you and drink of it, for this 

is the cup of my blood which will be shed for you and for all. 
 

e. John must have deemed it wise to compare Jesus with a lamb 
because, in ancient times, the lamb as a sacrificial animal is a 

mediator, which re-unites and reconcile people with God. Jesus 
offers himself as the unblemished lamb for atonement. He, it is, 

who is the mediator that restores the relationship between God 
and the human person and gave his life as a ransom for all (I1 

Titus 2:5-6). 
 

What does it mean to be disciples of Jesus “The Lamb of God”? Every day 
you and I have opportunities to act with sacrificial love, to set aside our 

agenda and our priorities and to reach out to someone else in generosity and 
compassion, to put innocence in the place of malice, love in the place of 

force, humility in the place of pride, service in the place of prestige. Every 

time we take up one of those opportunities, the Lamb of God continues to 
walk in our midst. Christ uses our actions of sacrificial love to continue to 

bless and heal. When we seize the opportunities that are presented, Christ 
continues to save the world through us. 

 
Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, the True Lamb of God, Thank You for dying for me on the Cross 

and becoming the only substitute for my sins. Give me the grace to put on 
innocence, love, humility, and service and thus make you present as True 

Lamb of God. Help me to allow your Light to pass through me and become a 
light – a witness – of your Love to the world. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 



  

 
 


