
   
 

On this 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, the Church enjoins us to draw closer to 
Christ the real light. This is in order that the reality of our life might become 

fully manifested. This is also, in order that the shadows that dominate our 
lives might diminish. Therefore, the church exalts us not to be contented 

with the physical lights. Rather, we should seek and walk in the light of God, 
the good news. This is the light that draws us to Christ.  

 
Light in the Midst of Darkness 

 
In the first reading, Isaiah raises our hope. This hope comes from the fact 

that God has manifested his light on us. It is a message of deliverance from 
the power of darkness that formerly harassed us. Isaiah declares: "The 

people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who live in 
the land of deep shadow a light has shown." The light which is God himself is 

capable of achieving so many impossible changes our lives. However, we 

have to present ourselves before it. God’s light breaks our yoke. It shows us 
the way. It clears our doubts and fears and increases our confidence in God 

and in ourselves too. 
 

In the second reading, Paul expressed his disappointment over the 
Corinthian community. He rebuked them for their bad behavior. This is 

because they still lived in the shadow of darkness and ignorance. For Paul, 
the quarrel and division among them is not a good sign that they live in the 

light of Christ. Hence, he denounced their way of life. 
 

Paul draws our attention to the very essence of the good news. That is, casting 
off the shadows of darkness and ignorance. Most times, we quarrel over 

nothing, even in the house of God. This was the problem of this Corinthian 
community. When we act this way, we betray the good news. We also, drift 

away from the light of Christ. No good Christian community receives the light 

and remains the same. 
 



In the gospel, the prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled through the action of Christ. 
His presence made a great difference in the life of the people of Capernaum 

as well as those of neighboring towns of Zebulon and Naphtali. His light was 
strongly felt because it brought healing and deliverance. So, as imitations of 

God's light, our presence must make a positive difference wherever we are. It 
must dispel the darkness in people's lives. Are we really making any 

difference?  
 

Finally, today the Church beckons us to come closer to Christ who says: “I am 
the light of the world. The man who follows me will not walk in darkness” (Jn 

8, 12). Wherever there is the light of God, darkness and quarrels disappear. 
Also, despair, fears, anger, greed, betrayal, lying, cheating, lust, and all other 

vices disappear. Wherever the light of the good news shines, “the people who 
lived in darkness see a great light.” Therefore, if we follow, and come closer 

to Christ, the light, then: “In His light, we shall see light” (Ps. 36, 9). 

 

Trust in the power of God’s Providence: 

"As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who 
is called Peter and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea" (Mt 4:18). 

In the Gospel of St Luke, we read in the interesting statement, in the similar 
context "the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets" 

(Lk 5: 2b) 

This verse, though little and appears insignificant carries a mighty message: 

the message of the Power of God’s Providence. The fishermen had toiled the 
whole night and caught no fish, and were now, disappointedly, washing their 

nets. The boat was empty – grieving of any fish! 

But Divine Providence had a mighty plan in this “barrenness”.  The 

emptiness of the boat allowed our Blessed Lord to enter it and make it His 
Pulpit for preaching God’s Word. The vacancy in the boat prompted our 

Blessed Lord to enthrone it and make it His platform for calling His First 

Disciples! 

Had there been fish in the boat in all probability, the fishermen would be in 

it, sorting and cleaning the fish and would have left no space for the Blessed 
Lord to preach from it. Had there been a mighty catch that night in all 

probability, the boat, filled with the fish, would not have been there and the 
vehicle of “catching fish” would have missed the chance to be a “podium for 

proclaiming God’s Word” 



Is my life, at this point, empty and barren like this boat? Maybe it’s been a 
long time I have been watching and expecting, patiently and faithfully, for 

my boat to be filled. Maybe it’s being a horrible wait, sometimes even 

leading to frustration and hopelessness, for my boat to be filled 

But can I trust Divine Providence, in having a purposive plan for this 

“emptiness and barrenness”? 

When Jesus called them, “Come after me, I will make you fishers of men…” 
“At once, they left their nets and followed Him” (Mt 4: 20). Here is a 

beautiful story of how a competent fisherman who had failed utterly in his 
field of competence is initiated into being a competent fisherman of people, 

for the Kingdom of God. 

 As Christians, we do claim to be people of faith and belief.  

1. But does this “faith” translate itself into real “trust”? When 

hardships come in life.  

2. I may proclaim my faith with my lips. But do I “trust” Him to take 

me through? When emptiness fills my life.  

3. I may perform external works of faith. But do I “trust” Him to utilize 

my barrenness, in the way He wants? When toils of life yield no results.  

4. I may persist in saying that I have faith. But do I “trust” Him to 

grant me the fruits of labor, in His own time and in His own measure? 

And if I really “trust” in the Lord I would be a person of joy, going about my 

works without anxieties and radiating serenity and calm even when walking 
through the valleys of sufferings, even when sinking in the overflow of pain, 

even when surrounded by the clouds of uncertainty! 

St Paul reminds the Corinthians of this need to depend on the Lord and to 

understand that all glory is to be attributed to the Lord and not to take or 

assign power and credit to human beings! 

Let us pray: 



Lord, come to me and enter the darkness of my mind and heart and may I 
be reminded of the need to "let go" of our own fears, apprehensions, 

preconceptions, and pride and depend on You and attribute all glory and 
honor to You alone in order to “fully trust” in the mighty power of Your 

Providence, and experience Your Awesome and Amazing Care for me. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
 


