
                                                               
    

“Opening our ears to the Voice of the Lord and dwelling on His promises with 
hope and trust!” 

 
Mr. Bhola was getting late to the office. As he was getting ready and keeping 

his file and office bag ready… he called out to his wife, who was inside the 
kitchen, preparing breakfast: “Please get me my tie!”. He continued to get 

ready and as he began to tie his shoes, he called out, little more loudly, to 
his wife who had not responded to him yet: “Would you please get me my 

tie?!”.Bhola was by now dressed up, but his wife had not responded yet, 
irritated, he went into the kitchen and screamed at her: “Can’t you hear 

what I said? Please get me my tie!!” His wife turned around, and in a louder 
voice, shouted back: “And for the third time, I am also telling you… Your tie 

is ready on the table!!” Feeling embarrassed, Bhola realized his mistake. It 
was not his wife who did not hear. it was he, who did not hear! It was not 

his wife who was short of listening. it was he, who was short of listening! 

 
Very often, listening becomes a problem for us. Very often, we get short of 

hearing properly. Does the same happen in our life, with respect to God’s 
voice? 

 
Jesus, during the course of His instructions and teachings, said, "Listen!" 

(Mk 4:3) 
 

The people have gathered together in a big crowd. There were probably 
some, who were not able to get a proper sitting place. There were probably 

many children and mothers who had to take care of their kids. There were 
probably many sick eagerly waiting for the gracious words of the Lord. The 

atmosphere would have been a bit chaotic. The situation would have been a 
bit restless. The circumstance would have been a bit noisy. 

 

It’s in this muddled, disordered and disorganized setting, that the Lord 
thunders: “LISTEN!”. The voice of the Lord addresses to us at very many 



moments in life. His sweet gentle tone speaks to us occasionally. His 
melodious pleasant expression converses with us many times. But am I 

really listening? Am I giving heed to His voice? 
 

Our 'listening mentality' could be classified similarly to the four types of soil 
that Jesus mentions in the Parable of the Sower. 

 
1. Like the soil on the wayside, we could be a “passive and unprepared 

listener” with minds closed because of laziness, pride, prejudice or 
fear. 

2. Like the soil on the rock, we could be an "overenthusiastic yet 
foundationless listener” - emotional types of people who go after 

novelties without sticking to anything and are unwilling to surrender 
their wills to God. “I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and 

give them a heart of flesh” (Ez 11:19).   

 
3. Like the soil among thorns, we could be a “distracted and 

unconvinced” listener who are addicted to evil habits and evil 
tendencies, those whose hearts are filled with hatred or jealousy, and 

those whose greed focuses on acquiring money by any means and on 
enjoying life in any way possible, confused with many pleasurable 

activities and diverting matters. 
 

4. Like the soil in a good place, we could be an “attentive and focused” 
listener…well-intentioned people with open minds and clean hearts, 

earnest in hearing the word and zealous in putting it into practice. 
Zacchaeus, the sinful woman and the thief on Jesus’ right side, St. 

Augustine, St. Francis of Assisi and St. Francis Xavier, among others, 
fall into this category of the good soil. 

 

King David was invited by the Lord to give heed to His Words and to 
recognize, that through-line of David, God was to raise up His Promised 

Messiah, Who would reign forever: 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord, each of us is today invited by You to become active, attentive, focused 
and alert listeners. Give us grace not be short to hear and not be hard of 

listening instead seek to listen to the Lord with a deeper longing and interest 
and to Your Will with an intensified love and affection. Lord, please help me 

to be the fertile soil. 
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 
 



 


