
October 24, 2020 – 29th Week in Ordinary Time 
 

   
 

 “In Faith and Love, trusting that the Lord – Our Mother Eagle, will always care for 
us – to Be His, forever!” 

(Eph 4:7-16 and Lk 13:1-9) 

 
It’s interesting to know the making of an Eagle’s nest! When a mother eagle builds her 
nest, she starts with thorns, broken branches, sharp rocks, and a number of other items 
that seem entirely unsuitable for the house. But then she lines the nest with a thick 
padding of wool, feathers, and fur from animals she has killed, making it soft and 
comfortable for the eggs. By the time the growing birds reach flying age, the comfort of 
the nest and the luxury of free meals make them quite reluctant to leave. That’s when 
the mother eagle begins “stirring up the nest.” With her strong talons, she begins pulling 
up the thick carpet of fur and feathers, bringing the sharp rocks and branches to the 
surface. As more of the bedding gets plucked up, the nest becomes more 
uncomfortable for the young eagles. Eventually, this and other urgings prompt the 
growing eagles to leave their once-comfortable abode and move on to more mature 
behavior. Our life is often such! 
 
We take for granted comfortable situations, merciful acts and providential events. But 
when something unpleasant happens, we are unable to digest them. When something 
“bad” happens, we look for people to be blamed and scapegoats to be accused! 
And most of the time, the Scapegoat turns out to be “God”! 
 
God is blamed for all negative situations that come up suddenly, for all uneventful 
happenings and calamities and for all tragic moments in personal and societal life 
This time of the pandemic, has been in particular, a time of many such questions and 
doubts arising in our hearts. 
 
The Gospel of the Day opens our eyes to consider the “Jesus” way of looking and 
understanding such “uneventful” mishaps and “tragic” calamities. Humanity is a daily 
witness to calamities, catastrophes, adversities and disasters. Tragedies occur in the 
life of every human being. Every now and then, we hear of many reports of 
unpredictable or unimaginable misfortunes occurring in the lives of people - tsunamis, 
floods, earthquakes or bomb blasts, Covid19, mass killings etc. In our own personal 
lives too, we experience a lot of painful moments. very often, unexpectedly. 
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In the face of all these horrors, we are faced with many doubts and questions. Why do 
these things happen to the innocent? Why doesn’t the Good and Loving God do 
anything about all this? Sometimes, we even take on a critical and judgmental attitude 
and say, “Probably, God is punishing all these people for their sins or their misdeeds” 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus also is presented with a couple of human tragedies and made 
to react on them. The first tragedy is about the Galileans who suffered at the hands of 
Pilate (Lk 13: 1-3). The second is about the people who dies when the tower of Siloam 
fell on them (Lk 13: 4) 
 
The first one is about a disaster brought about because of the cruel deeds of human 
beings. The second because of the misfortunes in nature. In both these cases, 
however, the people who died, were mere subjects to death. They had an unfortunate 
death, without perhaps really being guilty. And so the natural reaction of the people of 
the times was that, the people who died would have been greater sins, and they are 
being punished by God.” “These people deserved death because of their sins” was the 
popular slogan of those times. 
 
Perhaps, when faced with calamities, we too often take upon this judgmental attitude, 
But here Jesus points out the great reality. These calamities and disasters are not to be 
another occasion for us to pass judgments. Rather, they become golden opportunities 
for us to make a self-reflection on our lives. Like the tree which is given one more year – 
to be dug around, to be given manure and to produce these tragedies and events in life, 
present us with more time to examine, how do we live our lives. Do we take our lives for 
granted? Perhaps, we have a tendency to often think there is plenty of time in life. And 
complacency creeps into our life. But these tragedies point to us the fact, that after all 
human life is very short. And in this short-lived life, we need to make the best use of 
God’s graces to repent and to lead a Holy life.  
 
Human tragedies and personal misfortunes are to be understood as God’s 
manifestations of Love for us, to have our lives set clearly on our priorities for God and 
His Kingdom. They are not to evoke fear or elements of judging rather, should prompt 
us to take life more seriously, and to make Real Repentance and live a Holier lives. 
One of the practical tip that we could easily practice is our Daily Examination of 
Conscience. When we daily examine our conscience and make efforts to amend our 
lives with true repentance, we are able to live the graces that are showered on us. 
 
Also, a meaningful Regular Confession helps us not only to be forgiven of our sins, but 
also gives grace to lead a more holy and unblemished life. The Lord invites us today, to 
wake up from our slumber of taking life easy and cool. He disturbs us in our comfortable 
and cosy life and challenges us to make real repentance and lead a genuinely holy life. 
 
Disasters, tragedies and misfortunes will keep happening. But they are also a reminder 
for us to be eternally vigilant and keep guard over the sanctity of our lives. In moments 
of the “stirring of our nest” in life, let’s not panic or be disturbed rather, in Faith and 



Love, let’s trust that the Lord – Our Mother Eagle – will always care for us and wants us 
to seek Him and to Be His, forever! 
 
Today we also seek the intercession of St Antony Mary Claret, the founder of the 
Congregation of the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (CMF – 
Claretians) and be inspired by his words: “Love is the most necessary of all virtues. 
Love in the person who preaches the word of God is like fire in a musket.” If Word of 
God is spoken by someone who is filled with the fire of charity- the fire of love of God 
and neighbor- it will work wonders. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, Thank You for prompting us to repentance and leading us to life. Give us 
grace to turn around towards You and one’s neighbor.  May we be nourished by You so 
that we may bear the fruit that You desire from us.  
 
Jesus, I trust in You. 
 


