
Daily Saints - 16 October 
 

 
 

Feast of Blessed Thevarparampil Kunjachan (Kunjachan of Ramapuram – Kerala 
State in India) 

 
He is known as the 'Good Shepherd of the Dalits – underprivileged and 

downtrodden Social economically poor people '. 
 
Augustine was born on 1 April 1891, at Ramapuram in Travancore (present-day Kerala, 
India). He was the son of Itty Iype and Eliswa of the Thevarparambil clan, which was a 
branch of the Kuzhumpil lineage. Augustine received his primary education at a school-
sponsored by the government of Travancore. He advanced to St. Ephrem's School in 
Mannanam where his religious faith intensified, compelling him to pursue a career as a 
priest. After completing in secondary education at St. Ephrem's School, Augustine 
embarked on a journey on foot from Ramapuram to Changanacherry to enroll in St. 
Thomas Minor Seminary. After receiving his major seminary formation at Puthenpally 
Seminary in Varapuzha, Augustine was ordained as a priest on July 16, 1915. 
 
After celebrating his first mass at St. Augustine Church in Ramapuram, his home parish, 
Augustine resided in his home village for eight years while undergoing practical training. 
He was known as Kunjachan (‘little priest’ in Malayalam) for his short stature. In 1923, 
Augustine was appointed as assistant vicar to Fr. Thomas Kuzhumpil at St. Sebastian 
Church in Kadanad. 
 
During his vocation in Kadanad, Kunjachan was often approached by the local villagers, 
who relied on his advice and blessings for their agricultural yield. Kunjachan would 
sprinkle holy water on crops, ensuring a plentiful harvest. Unfortunately, illness forced 
Kunjachan to return to Ramapuram. 
 
In Ramapuram, Kunjachan witnessed an entire caste of people deprived of dignity, 
respect, and the necessities of life. He would devote his entire life towards the upheaval 
of the downtrodden. It is the singular achievement of Kunjachan that he had been able 
to baptize by himself no less than 5000 Dalits (earlier the term `Harijan' was used). He 
is to be counted as one of the foremost missionaries among the Dalits in India. In fact, 
he neither made use of eloquent sermons nor of any human techniques to give them 



the “Christ" of whom he was the herald. He preached with his works, practicing charity, 
and always sublime and more dedicated. 
 
Kunjachan led a very simple life for the poor and wished to be with them even after 
death. He spent everything he had for the poor. The Blessed who was a priest for more 
than 50 years, wrote in his Testament: "I do not possess anything either as landed 
property or as cash account…. After my death, my funeral must be conducted most 
simply. Ever since 1926, I had been staying with the Harijan (Dalit) Christians. Even 
after death, I would like to be with them. Therefore, my dead body should be buried 
where the Harijan Christians are buried”. 
After a brief period of serious illness, Kunjachan died on 16 October 1973 at the age of 
82. 
 

Daily Saints - 16 October 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 

She is the patron saint of those suffering from polio, devotees of the Sacred Heart, loss 
of parents. 
 
Margaret was born in 1647 in France as the only daughter of Claude and Philiberte 
Lamyn Alacoque. From early childhood, Margaret was described as showing intense 
love for the Blessed Sacrament, and as preferring silence and prayer to childhood play. 
After her First Communion at the age of nine, she practiced in secret severe corporal 
mortification, until rheumatic fever confined her to bed for four years. At the end of this 
period, having made a vow to the Blessed Virgin to consecrate herself to religious life, 
she was instantly restored to perfect health. In recognition of this favor, she added the 
name Mary to her baptismal name of Margaret. 
 
According to her later account of her life, she had visions of Jesus Christ, which she 
thought were a normal part of human experience, and continued to practice austerity. 
Alacoque lost her father at a young age, and the family's assets were held by a relative 
who refused to hand them over, plunging her family into poverty. During this time, her 
only consolation was frequent visits to pray before the Blessed Sacrament in the local 
church. 



 
When she was 17, however, the family regained their fortune and her mother 
encouraged her to socialize, in the hopes of her finding a suitable husband. Out of 
obedience, and believing that her childhood vow was no longer binding, she began to 
accompany her brothers in the social events, attending dances and balls. 
 
One night, after returning home from a ball for Carnival dressed in her finery, she 
experienced a vision of Christ, scourged and bloody. He reproached her for her 
forgetfulness of him; yet he also reassured her by demonstrating that his Heart was 
filled with love for her, because of the childhood promise she had made to his Blessed 
Mother. As a result, she determined to fulfill her vow and entered, when almost 24 years 
of age, the Visitation Convent at Paray-le-Monial on 25 May 1671, intending to become 
a nun. 
 
A Visitation nun was “not to be extraordinary except by being ordinary,” but the young 
nun was not to enjoy this anonymity. A fellow novice termed Margaret Mary humble, 
simple, and frank, but above all, kind and patient under sharp criticism and correction. 
She could not meditate in the formal way expected, though she tried her best to give up 
her “prayer of simplicity.” Slow, quiet, and clumsy, she was assigned to help an 
infirmarian who was a bundle of energy. 
On December 21, 1674, three years a nun, she received the first of her revelations. She 
felt "invested" with the presence of God, though always afraid of deceiving herself in 
such matters. The request of Christ was that his love for humankind is made evident 
through her. 
 
During the next 13 months, Christ appeared to her at intervals. These visions showed 
her the "form of the devotion, the chief features being reception of Holy Communion on 
the first Friday of each month, Eucharistic adoration during a 'Holy hour' on Thursdays, 
and the celebration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart." The Lord Jesus requested His 
love be made evident through her. He also asked that a feast of reparation be instituted. 
In her vision, she was instructed to spend an hour every Thursday night meditating on 
Jesus' Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, a practice, known as "The Holy Hour," that 
later became widespread.  
 
In December 1673, Jesus appeared to Margaret Mary again and allowed her to rest her 
head on His heart. His human heart was to be the symbol of His divine-human love. He 
revealed to her the wonders of His love. He explained to her that he wished to make 
these wonders known to all the world and that He chose her for His work. 
 
Like all saints, Margaret Mary had to pay for her gift of holiness. Some of her sisters 
were hostile. Theologians who were called in declared her visions delusions and 
suggested that she eat more heartily. Later, parents of children she taught called her an 
impostor, an unorthodox innovator. 
 



A new confessor, the Jesuit Claude de la Colombière, recognized her genuineness and 
supported her. Against her great resistance, Christ called her to be a sacrificial victim for 
the shortcomings of her sisters, and to make this known. 
 
Finally, all opposition from the community, regarding Margaret's visions, ended in 1683, 
when Margaret Mary became the assistant to the Superior. St. Margaret Mary, who later 
became known as Novice Mistress, led the monastery in observing the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart privately and inspired the construction of a chapel built to honor the 
Sacred Heart. 
 
Margaret Mary died a couple of years later, at the age of 43, on October 17, 1690, while 
being anointed. She said: “I need nothing but God, and to lose myself in the heart of 
Jesus.” 
 
Quotes of St. Margaret Mary 
  

 "My greatest happiness is to be before the Blessed Sacrament, where my heart 
is, as it were, in Its center." 

 "Look upon yourself like a tree planted beside the water, which bears its fruit in 
due season; the more it is shaken by the wind, the deeper it strikes its roots into 
the ground." 

 "This divine heart is an abyss filled with all blessings, and into the poor should 
submerge all their needs. It is an abyss of joy in which all of us can immerse our 
sorrows. It is an abyss of lowliness to counteract our foolishness, an abyss of 
mercy for the wretched, an abyss of love to meet our every need." 

 "You know that there is no middle course and that it is a question of being saved 
or lost for all eternity. It depends on us: either we may choose to love God 
eternally with the Saints in Heaven .... or else renounce their happiness by giving 
to nature all for which it craves." 

 "If we wish to have the love of the Divine Heart as our guest, we must empty and 
detach our heart from its affection for creatures and for ourselves." 

 “One cannot love without suffering. He [Jesus] showed us this very clearly upon 
the cross, where He was consumed for love of us. And it is still the same every 
day in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar... Since love makes lovers one in 
likeness, if we love, let us model our lives on His.” 

 "Cling to God and leave all the rest to Him: He will not let you perish. Your soul is 
very dear to Him, He wishes to save it." 

 "We must never be discouraged or give way to anxiety. . . but ever have recourse 
to the adorable Heart of Jesus." 

 "Keep your heart in peace and let nothing trouble you, not even your faults. You 
must humble yourself and amend them peacefully, without being discouraged or 
cast down, for God's dwelling is in peace." 

 "Go courageously to God, along the way He has traced out for you, steadfastly 
embracing the means He offers you." 

 "I think He intends to try you like gold in the crucible, so as to number you 
amongst His most faithful servants. Therefore, you must lovingly embrace all 



occasions of suffering, considering them as precious tokens of His love. To suffer 
in silence and without complaint is what He asks of you." 

 "Have recourse trustfully to God's loving-kindness and He will not forsake you, 
for He longs to bestow His graces. Though you may have had the misfortune to 
offend Him, He is always ready to receive you, provided you return humbly to 
Him." 

 "One just soul can attain pardon for a thousand sinners." 
 "He will take good care to provide what is necessary for our sanctification, 

provided we are careful to accept everything according to His designs." 
 


