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Feast of Saint John Paul II 
 

Birth Name: Karol Józef Wojtyla Born: 18 May 1920 Wadowice, Second Polish 

Republic Died: 2 April 2005 (Aged 84)Apostolic Palace, Vatican City  Venerated in 

Catholic Church, Beatified: 1 May 2011, St. Peter’s Square, Vatican City, by Pope 

Benedict XVI, Canonized: 27 April 2014, St. Peter’s Square, Vatican City by Pope 

Francis, Attributes: Papal Vestments Previous Post: Auxiliary Bishop of Krakow, 

Poland, Titular Bishop of Ombi, Archbishop of Krakow, Poland (1964-1978), Cardinal- 

Priest of San Cesareo in Palatio (1967- 1978) Motto Tuus (Totally Yours) Diocese: 

Rome, See: Holy See Papacy began: 16 October 1978 Papacy ended: 2 April 2005 

Predecessor: John Paul I Successor: Benedict XVI Ordination: 1 November 1946 by 

Adam Stefan Sapieha Consecration: 28 September by Euqeniusz Baziak Created: 26 

June 1967 Cardinal: by Paul VI  

He is the patron saint of Poland, World Youth Day (co-Patron), World Meeting of 
Families 2015 (co-Patron), Young Catholics, Families. 

 
Karol Józef Wojtyla was born on 18 May 1920 at Wadowice, Poland. He was the 
second of two sons born to Karol Wojtyla and Emilia Kaczorowska. Although he was 
born into a loving family, his early life was marked by suffering and loss. His older sister, 
Olga, died in infancy. 
 
His mother Emilia, whose health was poor, had completed her pregnancy amidst a 
thousand difficulties, even though doctors had advised her not to continue with it. Her 
constitution had been so severely compromised that the nine years after his birth was 
punctuated by continuous hospitalization and constantly ebbing strength until her death. 
His mother died in 1929 when he was nine years old. 
 
His eldest brother Edmund, a doctor, died heroically serving those stricken with scarlet 
fever in 1932 when he was 12 years old. After these incidents, Wojtyla became closer to 
his father, whom he credits as the source of his religious faith. 
 



“After her death and, later, the death of my older brother, I was left alone with my father, 
a deeply religious man. Day after day I was able to observe the austere way in which he 
lived …his example was in a way my first seminary, a kind of domestic seminary.” 
He made his First Holy Communion at age 9 and was confirmed at 18. Young Karol 
attended Kraków’s Jagiellonian University in 1938 where he studied Polish language, 
literature, theatre, and poetry. He also performed in local theatrical productions, co-
founding the Rhapsodic Theatre of Kraków. It was during this time that he met his 
spiritual mentor, Jan Tyranowski, and was introduced to the Carmelite mysticism of St. 
John of the Cross. This meeting profoundly changed the course of his life, leading him 
to the priesthood. However, his studies were interrupted when Nazi Germany invaded 
Poland in September 1939. 
 
In order to remain in the country, Karol was forced to work in a stone quarry as well as 
night shifts at the Solvay chemical plant. During this time, Karol suffered the loss of his 
father, who died of a heart attack on February 18, 1941. In 1944, he miraculously 
survived being hit by a German truck. Through all this, he recounts the maturing of his 
vocation and the formation of his priestly identity. 
 
While working in a quarry and a chemical factory, he enrolled in an "underground" 
seminary in Kraków. Ordained in 1946, he was immediately sent to Rome where he 
earned a doctorate in theology. Back in Poland, a short assignment as assistant pastor 
in a rural parish preceded his very fruitful chaplaincy for university students. Soon Fr. 
Wojtyla earned a doctorate in philosophy and began teaching that subject at the 
Poland's University of Lublin. 
 
Communist officials allowed Wojtyla to be appointed auxiliary bishop of Kraków in 1958, 
considering him a relatively harmless intellectual. They could not have been more 
wrong! Bishop Wojtyla attended all four sessions of Vatican II and contributed especially 
to its Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World. Appointed as 
archbishop of Kraków in 1964, he was named a cardinal three years later. 
Elected pope in October 1978, he took the name of his short-lived, immediate 
predecessor. Pope John Paul II was the first non-Italian pope in 455 years. In time, he 
made pastoral visits to 124 countries, including several with small Christian populations. 
John Paul II promoted ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, especially the 1986 Day of 
Prayer for World Peace in Assisi. He visited Rome’s main synagogue and the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem; he also established diplomatic relations between the Holy See and 
Israel. 
 
He improved Catholic-Muslim relations, and in 2001 visited a mosque in Damascus, 
Syria. The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key event in John Paul’s ministry, was 
marked by special celebrations in Rome and elsewhere for Catholics and other 
Christians. Relations with the Orthodox Churches improved considerably during his 
papacy. 
 
“Christ is the center of the universe and of human history” was the opening line of John 
Paul II’s 1979 encyclical, 'Redeemer of the Human Race'. In 1995, he described himself 



to the United Nations General Assembly as “a witness to hope.” His 1979 visit to Poland 
encouraged the growth of the Solidarity movement there and the collapse of 
communism in central and eastern Europe 10 years later. 
 
John Paul II began World Youth Day and traveled to several countries for those 
celebrations. He very much wanted to visit China and the Soviet Union, but the 
governments in those countries prevented that. 
 
One of the most well-remembered photos of John Paul II's pontificate was his one-on-
one conversation in 1983, with Mehmet Ali Agca, who had attempted to assassinate him 
two years earlier. In his 27 years of papal ministry, John Paul II wrote 14 encyclicals and 
five books, canonized 482 saints, and beatified 1,338 people. 
 
In the last years of his life, he suffered from Parkinson’s disease and was forced to cut 
back on some of his activities. Pope John Paul II died in the Apostolic Palace at 9:37 
p.m. on Saturday, 2 April 2005, the vigil of Sunday in albis or Divine Mercy Sunday, 
which he had instituted. 
 

 “Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged John Paul II during the homily at the Mass 
where he was installed as pope in 1978. 

 "The future starts today, not tomorrow." 
 "Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah 

is our song." 
 "As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in which we 

live." 
 "Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in having the right to do what we 

ought." 
 "Violence and arms can never resolve the problems of men." 
 "Science can purify religion from error and superstition. Religion can purify 

science from idolatry and false absolutes." 
 "A person’s rightful due is to be treated as an object of love, not as an object for 

use." 
 "Love between man and woman cannot be built without sacrifices and self-

denial." 
 "Friendship, as has been said, consists of a full commitment of the will to another 

person with a view to that person's good." 
 "The great danger for family life, in the midst of any society whose idols are 

pleasure, comfort, and independence, lies in the fact that people close their 
hearts and become selfish." 

 “Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in having the right to do what we 
ought.” 

 “The future starts today, not tomorrow.” 
 “Only through the Eucharist is it possible to live the heroic virtues of Christianity: 

charity, to the point of forgiving one's enemies; love for those who make us 
suffer; chastity in every age and situation of life; patience in suffering and when 
one is shocked by the silence of God in the tragedies of history or of one's own 



personal existence. You must always be Eucharistic souls in order to be 
authentic Christians.” 

 “Have no fear of moving into the unknown. Simply step out fearlessly knowing 
that I am with you, therefore no harm can befall you; all is very, very well. Do this 
in complete faith and confidence.” 

 “I plead with you--never, ever give up on hope, never doubt, never tire, and never 
become discouraged. Be not afraid.” 

 “As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in which we 
live.” 

 “Science can purify religion from error and superstition. Religion can purify 
science from idolatry and false absolutes.” 

 “Social justice cannot be attained by violence. Violence kills what it intends to 
create.” 

 “Young people are threatened... by the evil use of advertising techniques that 
stimulate the natural inclination to avoid hard work by promising the immediate 
satisfaction of every desire.” 

 "When freedom does not have a purpose when it does not wish to know anything 
about the rule of law engraved in the hearts of men and women when it does not 
listen to the voice of conscience, it turns against humanity and society." 

 “Love between man and woman cannot be built without sacrifices and self-
denial.” 

 “Love consists of a commitment which limits one's freedom - it is a giving of the 
self, and to give oneself means just that: to limit one's freedom on behalf of 
another.” 

 "God is always on the side of the suffering. His omnipotence is manifested 
precisely in the fact that he freely accepted suffering. He could have chosen not 
to do so. He could have chosen to demonstrate his omnipotence even at the 
moment of the Crucifixion. In fact, it was proposed to him: "Let the Messiah, the 
King of Israel come down now from the cross that we may see and believe." 
(Mark 15.32) But he did not accept that challenge. The fact that he stayed on the 
Cross until the end, the fact that on the Cross he could say, as do all who suffer, 
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Mark 15.34) If the agony on the 
Cross had not happened, the truth that God is Love would have been unfounded. 
Yes! God is Love and precisely for this, he gave his Son, to reveal himself 
completely as Love. Christ is the One who "loved...to the end." (John 13.1) "To 
the end" means to the last breath." 

 "To save means to liberate from evil. This does not refer only to social evils, such 
as injustice, coercion, exploitation. Nor does it refer only to disease, 
catastrophes, natural cataclysms, and everything that has been considered 
disaster in the history of humanity. To save means to liberate from radical, 
ultimate evil. Death itself is no longer that kind of evil if followed by the 
Resurrection. And the Resurrection comes about through the work of Christ. 
Through the work of the Redeemer, death ceases to be an ultimate evil; it 
becomes subject to the power of life. The world does not have such power. The 
world, which is capable of perfecting therapeutic techniques in various fields, 
does not have the power to liberate man from death. And therefore, the world 



cannot be a source of salvation for man. Only God saves, and He saves the 
whole of humanity in Christ." 

 "The essential usefulness of faith consists in the fact that, through faith, man 
achieves the good of his rational nature. And he achieves it by giving his 
response to God, as is his duty - a duty not only to God but to himself. Christ did 
everything in order to convince us of the importance of this response. Man is 
called upon to give this response with inner freedom so that it will radiate that 
Veritatis splendor (splendor of truth) so essential to human dignity. Christ wants 
to awaken faith in human hearts. He wants them to respond to the word of the 
Father, but he wants this in full respect for human dignity. In the very search for 
faith, an implicit faith is already present, and therefore the necessary condition for 
salvation is already satisfied." 

 "What emanates from the figure of Saint Joseph is faith...Joseph of Nazareth is a 
"just man" because he totally "lives by faith." He is holy because his faith is truly 
heroic. Sacred Scripture says little of him. It does not record even one word 
spoken by Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth. And yet, even without words, he 
shows the depth of his faith, his greatness. Saint Joseph is a man of great spirit. 
He is great in faith, not because he speaks his own words, but above all, 
because he listens to the words of the Living God. He listens in silence. And his 
heart ceaselessly perseveres in the readiness to accept the Truth contained in 
the word of the Living God. We see how the word of the Living God penetrates 
deeply into the soul of that man, that just man. And we, do we know how to listen 
to the word of God? Do we know how to absorb it into the depths of our human 
personalities? Do we open our conscience in the presence of this word?" 

 "Many people today are disoriented and lost in search of genuine fellowship. 
Often their lives are either too superficial or shattered by brokenness. Their work 
often is dehumanizing. They long for an experience of genuine encounter with 
others, for true fellowship. Well, is this not precisely the vocation of a parish? Are 
we not called to be a warm, brotherly family together? Are we not people united 
together in the household of God through our common life? Your parish is not 
mainly a structure, a geographical area, or a building. The parish is first and 
foremost a community of the faithful. This is the task of a parish today: to be a 
community, to rediscover its identity as a community. You are not a Christian all 
by yourself. To be a Christian means to believe and to live one's faith together 
with others. For we are all members of the body of Christ... For fellowship to 
grow, the priest's role is not enough, even though he plays an essential role. The 
commitment of all parishioners is needed. Each of their contributions is vital." 

 


