
Daily Saints - 23 October 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint John of Capistrano 
 

Born: June 24, 1386, Capestrano, Italy, Died: October 23, 1456, Ilok, Croatia, Full 
name: John of Capestrano, Education: the University of Perugia, Feast: 23 October; 
28 March (General Roman Calendar, 1890–1969), Canonized: 1690, by Pope 
Alexander VIII or as 1724 by Pope Benedict XIII. 

 
He is the patron saint of military chaplains, lawyers, judges, and jurists, and 

Hungary. 
 
John was born in 1386 at Capistrano in the Italian Province of the Abruzzi. His father 
was a German knight and died when he was still young. St. John became a lawyer and 
attained the position of governor of Perugia. When war broke out between Perugia and 
Malatesta in 1416, St. John tried to broker a peace. Unfortunately, his opponents 
ignored the truce. He was betrayed and John became a prisoner of war. 
He began to question his life’s direction. He decided to change his way of life 
completely. Encountering Saint Francis of Assisi in a dream, he resolved to embrace 
poverty, chastity, and obedience with the Franciscans. After the death of his wife, 
abandoning his possessions and social status, John joined the religious order in 
October 1416. 
 
He and St. James of the March were fellow students under St. Bernardine of Siena, who 
inspired him to institute the devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus and His Mother. John 
began his brilliant preaching apostolate with a deacon in 1420. 
 
After his ordination he traveled throughout Italy, Germany, Bohemia, Austria, Hungary, 
Poland, and Russia preaching penance and establishing numerous communities of 
Franciscan renewal. He reportedly healed the sick by making the Sign of the Cross over 
them. He also wrote extensively, mainly against the heresies of the day. 
 
The Franciscan Order itself was in turmoil over the interpretation and observance of the 
Rule of St. Francis. Through John’s tireless efforts and his expertise in law, the heretical 
Fraticelli were suppressed and the “Spirituals” were freed from interference in their 
stricter observance. 
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John of Capistrano helped bring about a brief reunion with the Greek and Armenian 
Churches. When Mohammed II was threatening Vienna and Rome, St. John, at the age 
of seventy, was commissioned by Pope Callistus III to preach and lead a crusade 
against the invading Turks. Marching at the head of seventy thousand Christians, he 
gained victory in the great battle of Belgrade against the Turks in 1456. 
Worn out by his efforts, Capistrano was easy prey to an infection after the battle. Three 
months later, on 23 October 1456, he died at Illok, Hungary, but his army delivered 
Europe from the Muslims. 
 
Quotes of St. John of Capistrano 
 

 "The Lord who made the beginning will take care of the finish". 
 "Those who are called to the table of the Lord must glow with the brightness that 

comes from the good example of a praiseworthy and blameless life. They must 
completely remove from their lives the filth and uncleanness of vice. Their upright 
lives must make them like the salt of the earth for themselves and for the rest of 
mankind. The brightness of their wisdom must make them like the light of the 
world that brings light to others. They must learn from their eminent teacher, 
Jesus Christ, what he declared not only to his apostles and disciples but also to 
all the priests and clerics who were to succeed them when he said: You are the 
salt of the earth. But what if salt goes flat? How can you restore its flavor? Then it 
is good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot." (St. John of 
Capistrano; from the treatise "Mirror of the Clergy") 

 


